
Tazewell Police Department 
 

Advisory of Rights for Victims/Witnesses 
 
If you are a victim/witness, you have the following rights: 
 

• Per the Code of Virginia, you have the right to ask for your name, residential 
address, telephone number, place of employment, or a family member’s name to 
not be released.   
Note:  Members of the Tazewell Police Department will NOT release this information. 
 

• You may request a protective order.  A protective order may include an order 
preventing an abuser from committing further abuse against you.  A protective order 
may include an order requiring the abuser to leave the household.  A protective 
order may include preventing the abuser from harassing you or coming around you.  
  

• You have the right to be transported to a safe location.  An officer can transport you 
or arrange a transport.  Family Crisis Services provide counseling, emergency 
housing and other support services.  You may contact them by calling (276) 988-
5583.  The Victim/Witness Assistance Program can provide cellular phones and 
assistance to victims/witnesses. 

 
• Person(s) arrested for crimes labeled domestic abuse have the right to make bond.  

The offender in your case may be released from jail on bond prior to the court date.  
As a victim you have the right to be notified before the offender is released.  In order 
for you to be notified, you will need to call 1-800-467-4943 and register with the 
Victim Information and Notification Everyday (VINE) system.  Once you are 
registered, you will be called should the offender make bond.  If your phone number 
changes, it is your responsibility to notify VINE. 

 
• You have the right to obtain financial assistance for physical injuries and court room 

assistance through the Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund.  Contact the 
Commonwealth Attorney’s Office for information at (276) 385-1240.  

 

Town of Tazewell Business Owners 
If you have been a victim of shoplifters and feel you need more police presence, 
please contact the Tazewell Police Department at (276) 988-2503.  You may request 
extra patrols.  Once established the extra patrols are good for 30 days, at which 
time you may call and extend them, if you feel the need. 

 



IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS  

Emergency        911 

Tazewell County Sheriff’s Office    (276) 988-5966 

Tazewell Police Department     (276) 988-2503 

Richlands Police Department     (276) 964-9134 

Cedar Bluff Police Department     (276) 963-3975 

Bluefield Police Department     (276) 326-2621 

Pocahontas Police Department     (276) 945-5959 

Virginia State Police       1-800-542-8716 

Magistrates Office       (276) 988-4430 

Court Service Unit       (276) 385-1255 

Legal Aid         1-888-201-2772 

VA Domestic Violence Hotline     1-800-838-8238 

CVCA Family Crisis Services     (276) 988-5583 

Victim/Witness        (276) 385-1250 

          (276) 385-1244 

V-Stop (Stop Violence Against Women)   (276) 385-1244 

COUNCELING 

Cumberland Mountain Community Services  (276) 988-7961 

COMPENSATION PROGRAMS 

Department of Social Services     (276) 988-8500 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING  

Infoline:         1-833-463-6448 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

Do You Think You're Being Abused? 

For anonymous, confidential help available 24/7, call the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-
799-7233 (SAFE) or 1-800-787-3224 (TTY) now. 

 

Look over the following questions. Think about how you are being treated and how you treat your partner. 
Remember, when one person scares, hurts, or continually puts down the other person, it is abuse. 

 

Does your partner ... 

Embarrass or make fun of you in front of friends or family? Put down your accomplishments or goals? 

Make you feel like you are unable to make decisions? Use intimidation or threats to gain compliance?  

Tell you that you are nothing without them? 

Treat you roughly -- grab, push, pinch, shove or hit you? Threaten or abuse your pets?  

Call you several times a night or show up to make sure you are where you said you would be?  

Use drugs or alcohol as an excuse for saying hurtful things or abusing you? 

Blame you for how they feel or act? 

Pressure you sexually for things you aren't ready for? 

Make you feel like there "is no way out" of the relationship? 

Prevent you from doing things you want, like spending time with your friends or family? 

Try to keep you from leaving after a fight, or leave you somewhere after a fight to "teach you a lesson?" 

 

Do you ... 

Sometimes feel scared of how your partner will act? 

Constantly make excuses to other people for your partner's behavior? 

Believe that you can help your partner change if only you changed something about yourself? 

Try not to do anything that would cause conflict or make your partner angry? 

Feel like no matter what you do, your partner is never happy with you? 

Always do what your partner wants you to do instead of what you want? 

Stay with your partner because you are afraid of what your partner would do if you broke up? 

Without help, the abuse will continue. 

 

If any of these situations are happening in your relationship, talk to someone you trust or call the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline (available 24/7): 1-800-799-7233 (SAFE). 



 

Do You Think Your Partner Might Be Abusive? 

The following signs often occur before manifestation of full abuse and may serve clues to one person in a 
relationship becoming abusive of the other. Think about the following questions and apply them to your 
partner. If you can identify with one or more of the scenarios or answer "yes" to any of the questions 
below, you may be with an abusive partner. 

 

Did your partner grow up in a violent family? 

Does your partner tend to use force of violence to "solve" their problems? 

Does your partner have a quick temper? Do they over-react to little problems and frustration? Are they 
cruel to animals? Do they punch walls or throw things when they are upset? 

Do they abuse alcohol or other drugs? 

Do they have strong traditional ideas about "roles" in relationships? For example, do they think all 
women should stay at home, take care of their husbands, and follow their wishes and orders? 

Are they jealous of your other relationships -- anyone you may know? Do they keep tabs on you? Do they 
want to know where you are at all times? Do they want you with them all of the time?  

Do they have access to guns, knives or other lethal weapons? Do they talk of using them against people 
or threaten to use them to get even? 

Do they expect you to follow their orders or advice? Do they become angry if you do not fulfill their wishes 
or if you cannot anticipate what they want? 

Do they go through extreme highs and lows almost as though they are two different people? Are they 
extremely kind one time, and extremely cruel another? 

When your partner gets angry, do you fear them? Do you find that not making them angry has become a 
major part of your life? Do you do what they want you to do, rather than what you want to do? 

Do they treat you roughly? Do they physically force you to do what you do not want to do? 

Do they threaten or abuse your pets? 

 

Threats and physical abuse are prevalent in relationship violence, 
often occurring in an escalating cycle. 

 

For anonymous, confidential help available 24/7, call the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline at 

1-800-799-7233 (SAFE) or 1-800-787-3224 (TTY) now. 
 
 

 
Domestic & Dating  

Violence  
Court Advocacy 



 

 

  

If you need immediate help … call 911 

Filing for a protective Order in Tazewell County? 

Not sure what to do next? 

Need support throughout your case? 

 
FREE HELP IS ONE PHONE CALL AWAY! 

If you need to file for a Protective Order due to DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, 
ASSAULT & BATTERY, SEXUAL ASSAULT, STALKING, and or other act of violence, you can 
call 276-385-1240 to speak with a local domestic violence Court Advocate.  An advocate 
may meet with you in court, walk you through the process of filing for a protective order, 

and help you prepare to go before the Judge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional services including one-on-one support, emergency shelter and crisis 
intervention are available from Clinch Valley Community Action – Family Crisis Services at 

276-988-5583. 

 

What You Need to Know About Protective Orders 
 

Call a Victim 
Witness 
Advocate at any 
time to receive 
assistance filing 
for a Preliminary 
Protective Order 
and/or to learn 
more about the 
full Protective 
Order process. 

The advocate 
may meet you to 
assist with the 
filing process.  It 
is important that 
you call as soon 
as possible to 
make sure you 
understand your 
rights and fill out 
all paperwork 
correctly. 

The advocate will 
accompany you 
to each hearing, 
as requested, 
and provide 
additional 
community 
resources, if 
applicable. 



What are Protective Orders?  They are legal documents issued by a Judge or Magistrate to protect 
the health and safety of a person who is alleged to be a victim of any act involving violence, force or threat 
that results in bodily injury or places that person in fear of death, sexual assault or bodily injury. 
 

In Virginia, there are 3 kinds of Protective Orders that can protect you and others in your family or home: 

• Emergency Protective Order (expires at the end of the third day following issuance 
or the next day court is in session, whichever is later) 

• Preliminary Protective Order (lasts 15 days or until a full hearing) 

• Protective Order (may last up to 2 years) 
 

How will I know when the Emergency Protective Order ends?  You should look on the order 
for the date and time it expires.  If you need protection for a longer period of times, you MUST file for a 
Preliminary Protective Order in the appropriate court. 
 

Where do I go to request a Preliminary Protective Order?  If the person from whom you want 
protection is 1) a family or household member, 2) a juvenile, or 3) if you are a juvenile, you should go to 
the COURT SERVICE UNIT at 315 School Street, Tazewell, VA 24651.  Otherwise, you should go to the 
GENERAL DISTRICT COURT clerk’s office. 
 

How do I get a Preliminary Protective Order?  You must fill out court forms.  If this matter will 
be in the JUVENILE & DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT, you file the forms with the Court Services Unit.  If it 
will be in the GENERAL DISTRICT COURT, you file the forms in the General District Court Clerk’s Office.  
You then may go into a courtroom where a Judge may ask you questions to decide whether to grant you a 
Preliminary Protective Order.  You may have a court advocate wit you during the intake process and in 
the courtroom.   
 

How long do Preliminary and Full Protective Orders last?  If the Judge gives you a 
Preliminary Protective Order, it will last up to 15 days or until the full hearing.  The full hearing is when 
both you and the other person get to present evidence before the court.  Full Protective Orders can last 
up to two years. 
 

When does the Protective Order take effect?  A Protective Order is not in effect until the person 
is “personally served” by a law enforcement official.  Having the full and correct spelling of the abuser’s 
name, date of birth and physical address when filing for a Protective Order will help law enforcement find 
the person in a timely manner. 

 
How will I know if the person against whom the order was issued has been served?  You can call the 
Tazewell County Sheriff’s Office at (276) 988-5966 and ask if the person has been served.   

 

 

 



 





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



Stalking 

According to Virginia Code, 18.2-60.3, Stalking is defined as: 

Any person who on more than one occasion engages in conduct directed at another person with 
the intent to place, or with the knowledge that the conduct places, that other person in 
reasonable fear of death, criminal sexual assault, or bodily injury to that other person or to that 
other person's family or household member. 

A stalking conviction is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A third or subsequent conviction occurring within 
5 years of a conviction for an offense under this section or for a similar offense under the law of 
any other jurisdiction shall be a Class 6 Felony. 

What you can do if you are being stalked: 

• Tell someone. Call the Virginia Family Violence and Sexual Assault Hotline at 1-800-838-
8238. Tell a friend or family member about the stalking of alert neighbors and co-workers. 

• Contact the police. Request that the police log every complaint you make, whether they 
respond to the scene or not, and request a copy of the report. 

• Cut off all communication with the stalker. Tell the stalker in writing to stop the behavior. 
• Keep records of contact. Keep a journal of all contact made by the stalker. A notebook is 

good way to track the time, date, and location of each contact. It is also helpful to keep a 
list of witnesses with their names, addresses, and phone numbers. Keep any evidence sent 
to you but handle it as little as possible. 

• Secure your home. If possible, install a security system in your home. Be aware of 
potential unsafe areas and make sure you keep your area well lit. 

• As a last resort. You may need to change your phone number or even move from the area 
where you are currently living. 

If you are being stalked online, follow the same guidelines, but also: 

• Get a new email address. 
• Contact your internet service provider (ISP) to report the behavior if you can trace the 

message(s). 
• Contact the computer crimes unit in the Office of the Attorney General 

at cybercrimeunit@oag.state.va.us. 

Resources: 

• The National Center for Victims of Crime: 1-800-FYI-CALL 

 

 

 

mailto:cybercrime@oag.state.va.us
https://victimsofcrime.org/

