
 

Council Meeting Minutes 

September 8, 2015 

 

PUBLIC HEARING  

Mayor Buchanan called the public hearing to order at 7:15 p.m. The Town of Tazewell held a 

public hearing for the issuance of bonds for the water line replacement project and water meter 

replacement project (see minute attachment A). No one spoke for or against this reading.  

 

The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 

Chambers.  

 

Present:      Absent: 

Mayor A. D. Buchanan Jr     

Vice-Mayor Terry Mullins 

Councilmember Chris Brown  

Councilmember Glenn Catron 

Councilmember Jack Murray 

Councilmember David Fox 

Councilmember Jerry McReynolds 

 

Staff present were: Town Attorney, Brad Pyott; Town Manager, Todd Day; Police Chief, DeWitt 

Cooper; Fire Chief, Josh Roberts; Rescue Squad Administrator, Syndee Saleem; Executive 

Assistant, Robin Brewster; Zoning, Building, Property Official, Chris Hurley; Town Clerk, 

Leeanne Billings, Public Work Director, Donny Pruitt.  

 

CALL TO ORDER  

Mayor Buchanan called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and invocation given 

by Fire Chief, Josh Roberts.  

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

Police Chief, DeWitt Cooper came before council and presented and introduced his staff to the 

council and public. He felt the need to do so since there were many new officers to his 

department.  Mayor Buchanan thanked Chief Cooper and thanked the officers.  

 

 



 

CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

Mayor Buchanan read a proclamation to name the month of September Childhood Cancer  

Awareness month in the Town of Tazewell. He presented this proclamation to Jill Rasnick and 

families that childhood cancer has affected.  

 

TAZEWELL LITTLE LEAGUE UPDATE 

Amy Childress, President of the Tazewell Little League along with Jeff Hancock and Jennifer 

Lowe of the Tazewell Little League came before the council to give an update on the 

organization. They are in the process of getting bids and replacing the lighting around the fields. 

The poles are currently wooden poles and the new lighting will be steel poles. They will have a 

25 year warranty with them and be energy saving lights. They would appreciate any donation 

that we could give them and hope that we have it in our budget to do so. Councilmember Murray 

asked if the estimate is for $150,000.00 and they said yes. Mayor Buchanan stated that they 

would take this into consideration. Manager Day stated that it has been a pleasure to work with 

Amy and the Little League and that the Town would help with the issues until it was fixed. He 

also suggested requesting funding from the Shott Foundation and Ratliff Foundation. 

Councilmember Brown stated to also check with the Community Foundation. Councilmember 

Murray suggested asking the county also. 

Councilmember Brown made a motion for the Town to approach the Foundations and ask for 

funding for the light replacement project at the little league fields. The Town will be working in 

conjunction with the Tazewell Little League on this project.  Vice-Mayor Mullins seconded the 

motion.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember 

Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember 

McReynolds, aye. 

 

PAVING AND ADDRESSING ISSUES 

Kip Witt of 100 River Drive North Tazewell, Virginia came before council to discuss issues he is 

having with his address. He stated that the water bill has a physical address of 100 River Drive, 

his electric bill has a different physical address and he cannot get packages delivered at his 

home. He stated that he has had packages sent to Town Hall due to this issue because that is the 

only way he can get them delivered. He would like us to fix the addressing problem. Also, he 

stated that there is water that stands on Town road that goes through the Ramey Ford parking lot. 

He would like to see if we can find a way to keep that from happening because in the winter time 

it freezes and makes a big sheet of ice.  Also, there are several pot holes that need to be repaired. 

He said that he has spoken with Jerry Wood, Todd Day and Jack Murray all about this and 

nothing has been done. Manager Day stated that he has spoken with him in the past and the 

addressing issue is coming from the 911 addressing office and that Zoning, Building, Property 

Official, Chris Hurley is aggressively working on addressing the town. It was stated that the 

addressing may take years but the issue is not the Town. The post office and 911 addressing are 

the issues.  Mayor Buchanan stated that we will check on this and try to help. Manager Day 

stated that we will get the pot holes fixed. Councilmember Brown stated we should also stripe 

the road and clean the drains. Mr. Witt asked could there be a drain installed to help with the 

water issue. Manager Day stated they would look into it and we will weed eat the area there also. 



 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

Doyle Rasnick contacted the Town and asked if the council could adopt an ordinance that stated 

residents in town cannot live in a property without water or electricity.  He is a property owner in 

town and has renters that had the power and water cutoff  because of nonpayment and were still 

living there. He started the eviction process and in the meantime the water and electricity were 

turned back on.     

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve the 

minutes of August 11, 2015. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 

Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 

Councilmember McReynolds, aye. 

 

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Motion was made by Councilmember Browns, seconded by Councilmember Murray to approve 

the financial statements for August 2015. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember 

Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, 

aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye. 

 

APPROVAL OF PROJECT REPORTS 

Motion was made by, Vice-Mayor Mullins, seconded by Councilmember Murray to approve the 

project reports for August 2015. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, 

aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 

Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

 

DRY TOWN UPDATE 

Manager Day gave an update on the Dry Town Sewer Project. He stated he signed the last 

payout last week and it is closing out this week and he feels the project was a success.  

 

ROUTE 61 UPDATE 

Manager Day stated that this project will go to ad in October 2015. 

 

LINCOLNSHIRE DAM 

There was no update on the Lincolnshire Dam project.  

 

ROUTE 61 BRIDGE  



 

Manager Day stated that this project is scheduled to go to ad in the next year.  

 

SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

Manager Day stated the first meeting of this committee was held today prior to the council 

meeting. He feels that it was a good meeting and there were a lot of good ideas.  

 

HB2 APPLICATION 

Manager Day stated that House Bill 2 is a new grant with VDOT that the Town will be applying 

for. This grant does not include repairs or work done to bridges but does however include 

intersection work. We will be looking at options at the East Riverside Drive and Market Street 

intersection.  

 

WELCOME TO TAZEWELL SIGN 

Manager Day stated that work has begun on the Welcome to Tazewell sign located off of Rt. 460 

near the Crab Orchard Museum. The block has been laid and we are waiting on the stone. Also, 

the Jewel of the Clinch signs are going to be repaired this upcoming fall/winter.  

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Councilmember Brown stated that November will be Shop Tazewell month in the Town and 

encouraged everyone to shop local and support our local businesses and it will help increase the 

money put into our local economy. He also commented that Lincolnshire Park looks good and 

the employees have done a good job.  

 

Manager Day stated that there are several new businesses coming to Main Street in the near 

future. While we welcome the new business we need to address the parking issue. The Town has 

placed a bid on the Cox property located on Main Street between Thompson and Litton and the 

Commonwealth Attorney’s office. If we are successful in purchasing the property we will clear it 

and use it for parking on Main Street. The asking price for the property is $87,000.00. We have 

put a bid in for $32,000.00. A lady from the audience spoke up and asked how spending this 

money to buy a parking lot will benefit the children and bring jobs into our area. Councilmember 

Brown stated that the primary goal is bringing businesses into our area. He also stated that the 

Economic Development meets once a month and invited everyone to come to their meeting.  

 

TRAIN DEPOT COMMITTEE 

Vice-Mayor Mullins gave an update for the Train Depot Committee.  He stated that there will be 

a meeting in October to discuss the Map 21 grant they received. Manager Day will be attending 

the meeting and will bring back the specifics of the grant we received.  

 



 

PLANNING COMMISSION COMMITTEE  

Councilmember Murray gave an update. Due to the regular scheduled meeting falling on Labor 

Day the meeting has been moved to September 14
th

.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE ISSUANCE, SALE AND AWARD OF TAXABLE GENERAL 

OBLIGATION WATER AND SEWER BOND (WATER METER REPLACEMENT 

PROJECT) 

Town Attorney Brad Pyott, stated that earlier this evening we held a public hearing to announce 

that we will be receiving a $630,000.00 bond for the water meter replacement project. He stated 

that council needs to adopt a resolution to accept this bond. At this time he read the resolution. 

He then stated this would go into effect on September 8
th

, 2015. (See minute attachment A) 

 

Motion was made by, Councilmember McReynolds, seconded by Councilmember Murray to 

accept the resolution.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 

Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 

Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

Motion was made by, Councilmember Catron, seconded by Councilmember McReynolds for the 

resolution to go into effect immediately.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember 

Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, 

aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

 

APPROVAL OF THE ISSUANCE, SALE AND AWARD OF TAXABLE GENERAL 

OBLIGATION WATER AND SEWER BOND (OPTION IV-PHASE 1 WATER 

DISTRIBUTION PROJECT) 

Town Attorney Brad Pyott, stated that earlier this evening we held a public hearing to announce 

that we will be receiving a $120,000.00 bond for the water line replacement project. He stated 

that council needs to adopt a resolution to accept this bond. At this time he read the resolution. 

He then stated this would go into effect on September 8
th

, 2015. (See minute attachment B) 

 

 Motion was made by, Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Catron to accept 

the resolution.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember 

Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember 

McReynolds, aye.   

Motion was made by, Councilmember Catron, seconded by Councilmember Brown for the 

resolution to go into effect immediately.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember 

Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, 

aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

 

AMENDED SECTION: AS APPROVED BY COUNCIL PER EMAIL DATED 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 



 

APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL 

OBLIGATION WATER AND SEWER BONDS OF THE TOWN OF TAZEWELL, 

VIRGINIA, IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

$750,000.00. 

After the council meeting on September 8, 2015, it was realized that the council did not approve 

an ordinance for the awarded monies the Town would be receiving for the water line project and 

meter replacement project. During the council meeting, the resolutions were approved but the 

ordinance was not adopted. We have obtained a motion, a second of the motion, and a roll call 

vote from each council member. (Please see the minute attachments for proof of motion, second, 

and roll call vote. See minute attachment C)   

Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Mullins to adopt the Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of 

General Obligation Water and Sewer Bonds of the Town of Tazewell, Virginia in an Aggregate 

Principal Amount Not to Exceed $750,000.00.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 

Brown. On vote, On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 

Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 

Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

 

Motion was made by, Councilmember Catron, seconded by Councilmember Fox for the 

ordinance to go into effect immediately.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember 

Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, 

aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

  

EMERGENCY SHELTER UPDATE 

Fire Chief Josh Roberts gave an update on the Emergency Shelter. He stated that based on 

council recommendations they have prepared a work in progress report that is presented to the 

council in the council packet. Manager Day thanked Fire Chief Josh Roberts, Police Chief 

DeWitt Cooper and Rescue Squad Administrator Syndee Saleem for their hard work in the 

preparation of their report. Fire Chief Roberts continued saying that based on the council 

comments at the last meeting they geared the plan toward that. What they have put together is 

more than what they would really recommend because if there is a need for the shelter it is likely 

that Tazewell County, the Red Cross and FEMA would step in. Manager Day stated that he 

recommends council to look over it and we can discuss it at a later date.  

 

RECYCLING BIN DISCUSSION 

Manager Day stated that we have been looking at placing the bins at Lincolnshire Park. It is a 

possibility of putting them over by the basketball courts. However, the land that the basketball 

courts are on does not belong to the Town. It belongs to the Lester Group and the Town leases 

that land for $1.00 a year. We will be asking the Lester Group if we can place the bins on that 

property if they say no, we will see if they will sell it to us. Councilmember Murray made a 

motion to pursue this option. Councilmember Fox seconded the motion.  On vote, Vice-Mayor 

Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember 

Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   



 

 

 

 

MISCELLEANOUS  

Manager Day stated that he recently had a discussion with Hill Studio. We have not retained an 

architect for the Train Depot. If we would retain Hill Studio they would also like to tie in the 

other building around the Depot, such as the Deskins building. He stated that the brick in the 

buildings have a lot of value to them.  

 

Manager Day stated that at the last meeting, he told Jesse Peery that the Town had never allowed 

the discharging of firearms in town and he later found out that he had misspoke. At one time 

there was no ordinance to that effect. Also, he will be bringing a hunting recommendation to 

council at the next meeting.  

 

APPROVAL OF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED ZONING 

CLASSIFICATIONS FOR PREVIOUS BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENTS 

Manager Day stated that the Planning Commission has presented new zoning codes for the 

annexed areas. We have sent letters to all residents affected and invited them all to an open house 

on October 7
th

 at the American Legion Building. This open house will be for anyone that has 

questions and it will allow us to explain what the zoning codes mean. It is being recommended 

that at the next council meeting there be a joint public hearing between the Planning Commission 

and the Council for the approval of the zoning codes presented. Motion was made by 

Councilmember Murray and seconded by Councilmember Fox to hold a joint public hearing for 

the presented zoning codes. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 

Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 

Councilmember McReynolds, aye.  A public hearing will be held October 13
th

 at 7:15pm.  

 

 

E-SUMMONS AMENDMENT 

Attorney Pyott stated that the General Assembly approved a $5.00 fee for E Summons issued. 

Council has already voted in favor to adopt E Summons. However, the original language states 

that this would be in conjunction with the General District Court, we need to add Juvenile and 

Domestic Relations court and Circuit Court to the ordinance. At this time Mayor Buchanan read 

the ordinance. Councilmember Fox made a motion to accept the ordinance. Councilmember 

Murray seconded the motion. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 

Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 

Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

Councilmember Fox made a motion for this to go into effect immediately. Councilmember 

McReynolds seconded the motion. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, 



 

aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 

Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Tammy Smith of 103 East Riverside Drive, North Tazewell, Virginia came before the council to 

discuss the buildings in North Tazewell. She stated that she has two petitions to present to the 

council. (See minute attachment D) 

 

She also wanted to know why her concerns that she had brought to the council was not on the 

agenda. Also, she said she was offended when an elected official had told her that she needed to 

form a committee to address the buildings and the upkeep in the North Tazewell area. She would 

like to see the council meetings filmed and put on the community channel. She would also like to 

see the agenda put on the community channel so people know what will be going on at the 

council meeting. She thanked Councilmember Fox and Vice-Mayor Mullins for their concern for 

the North Tazewell area. She would like to see the buildings in North Tazewell brought up to 

code or demolished. She thinks that it would help with the drug activity in the area because it 

would be more in the public view. She then stated that she has been researching more about 

Clinch Valley Community Action. She has found that $4.47million has been received at that 

organization. She feels with this amount of money, it is not unreasonable to move the women’s 

shelter. The shelter is unsafe for the residents. They have had multiple police calls over this 

shelter. She would like to ask for the removal of threats from their neighborhood. Also, there was 

an incident one morning about 2:00 a.m. when her husband was coming in from work he seen a 

man walking in the alley and they had an altercation. She has contacted Clinch Valley 

Community Action and spoke with Doug Sheets. He has stated that they are not under lock and 

key. She also stated that prostitution is still an issue. She has video proof of it. She is presenting a 

petition of 116 names from the North Tazewell community stating they want to clean up their 

community.  

 

Elizabeth McAvoy of 102 West Riverside Drive, North Tazewell, Virginia came before council 

to discuss the issue of the shelter at Clinch Valley Community Action. She thanked Chief Cooper 

and the police department for the extra patrol and stated that they had stopped a drug deal by 

their presence there. She stated that there has been an issue of them trespassing on her property. 

She also stated that she seen them exit the shelter carrying five cases of beer and go to a property 

to party. She stated that Mr. Sheets has told her that there is no one responsible for them. She 

believes it is a complete failure of the mission because of such activity. She is concerned because 

the school is so close to this activity. She does not believe that there is no one in charge of the 

residents there and whatever means they have they will find out who is responsible. She stated 

that it is our tax dollars being spent at this facility and it is our right to know who is accountable. 

She would like to see the shelter moved.  

 



 

Mayor Buchanan asked if they have contacted them to see when their board meeting is. She 

stated no they have not asked, but they have been contacted over this issue.  

 

Councilmember Fox says that the petition shows interest and he is behind North Tazewell.  

 

Councilmember Brown stated that they are trying to work on those buildings and are actively 

pursuing this issue. He stated that they have no power over Clinch Valley Community Action 

and they all agree there is a problem there.  

 

Tom McAvoy of 102 West Riverside Drive, North Tazewell, Virginia came before council and 

stated that the Labor of Love food distribution causes an issue because of parking along the road. 

He stated that the amount of space they are off the road is not in compliance with the DMV 

regulations. He is asking that we paint the curb yellow, meaning no parking and put up no 

parking signs along the road to resolve this issue.  

 

Farley Beavers of 106 Vista Drive, North Tazewell, Virginia, came before council to discuss 

why his street has not been paved.  He came before council at the last meeting and it still has not 

been paved. Manager Day stated that it would not be added to this year’s paving list but we can 

add it to next years. Mr. Beavers says he feels like he is being discriminated against.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Councilmember Murray made a motion that they go into executive session.  Councilmember 

Brown seconded the motion. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 

Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 

Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Councilmember Brown made a motion they come out of executive session. Councilmember 

Catron seconded the motion. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 

Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 

Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

 

Mayor Buchanan stated the reason they went into executive session was to discuss personnel and 

legal negotiations. On a roll call vote to confirm, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember 

Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, 

aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   

 

 

Mayor Buchanan stated that he would like to remind everyone of the field house dedication 

before the football game on Friday night.  

 

Manager Day stated that after Friday he will be out of the office and the Executive Assistant, 

Robin Brewster has authority to make decisions on his behalf.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  

The meeting adjourned at 9:57 p.m. until October 13
th

 at 7:15 p.m.  
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