
 

Council Meeting Minutes 

June 9, 2015 

 
The Tazewell Town Council toured the Waste Water Treatment Plant at 6:00 p.m.  prior to the 
meeting. 
 

The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers.  

 
Present:      Absent: 

Mayor A. D. Buchanan Jr    None 
Vice-Mayor Terry Mullins 

Councilmember Chris Brown  
Councilmember Glenn Catron 

Councilmember Jack Murray 
Councilmember David Fox 

Councilmember Jerry McReynolds 
 
Staff present were: Town Attorney, Brad Pyott; Town Manager, Todd Day; Treasurer, Sharon 
Davis; Police Chief, DeWitt Cooper; Fire Chief, Josh Roberts; Rescue Squad Administrator, 
Syndee Saleem; Executive Assistant, Robin Brewster; Public Works Director, Donny Pruitt; 
Zoning, Building, Property Official, Chris Hurley; Town Clerk, Leeanne Billings. 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Mayor Buchanan called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and a moment of 
silence to remember Jeff White and the White family after Jeff’s passing. 
 

SWEARING IN OF NEWLY APPOINTED COUNCILMEMBER JERRY 
MCREYNOLDS 
Circuit Court Clerk Tammy Allison, came before the council to swear in newly appointed 
Councilmember Jerry McReynolds.  

 
SWEARING IN OF NEWLY APPOINTED VICE-MAYOR  TERRY MULLINS 
Circuit Court Clerk Tammy Allison, came before the council to swear in newly appointed Vice-
Mayor Terry Mullins.  



 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF JERRY MCREYNOLDS  
Mayor Buchanan recognized Jerry McReynolds for his time as the Planning Commission 
Chairman. With his new position as councilmember, he will be leaving the Planning 
Commission. Mayor Buchanan thanked him for a job well done.  

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF MELISSA HURLEY  
Mayor Buchanan recognized Melissa Hurley for her time employed at the Town of Tazewell as a 
COE student through Tazewell High School. He thanked her for good work and wished her best 
of luck for the future. 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF DAVID HILTON 
Mayor Buchanan recognized David Hilton for his time employed at the Town of Tazewell as a 
COE student through Tazewell High School. He thanked him for good work and wished him best 
of luck for the future. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion was made by Councilmember Catron, seconded by Councilmember Murray to approve 
the minutes of May 12, 2015. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 
Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember McReynolds, aye. 

 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Murray to approve the 
minutes of May 19, 2015. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 
Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember McReynolds, aye. 
 

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Brown to approve 
the financial statements for April 2015. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember 
Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, 
aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye. 
 

APPROVAL OF PROJECT REPORTS 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Mullins, seconded by Councilmember Murray to approve the 
project reports for May 2015. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 
Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   
 



 

DRY TOWN UPDATE 
Manager Day gave an update on the Dry Town Sewer Project. He stated that the project will 
close out in June. The construction part of the project is finished and mainly all that is left is 
paperwork.  

 
ROUTE 61 UPDATE 
Manager Day gave an update on the Route 61 project. He stated that he has received an email 
from Marty Holloway and they have a date of September 1, 2015 as the start date.   

 
LINCOLNSHIRE DAM 
Manager Day gave an update on the Lincolnshire Dam project. He stated that at the moment we 
are waiting for a response from DCR to see what they say.  

 

TRAIN DEPOT COMMITTEE 
Vice-Mayor Mullins gave an update for the Train Depot Committee.  He stated that they had not 
heard back from the Map 21 grant yet but should hear something by July 1st. He also stated that 
Tracie Lewis had fixed a packet for the Train Depot so that the Town could be considered for an 
award for trying to better our Town at the VML conference. Vice-Mayor Mullins said that Tracie 
did a wonderful job and the packet looked great. Manager Day also complimented her for her 
work. Mayor Buchanan stated that Tracie does a great job and the packet was very nice.  

 

PLANNING COMMISSION COMMITTEE  
Councilmember Murray gave an update. He stated that the Planning Commission is still working 
on the condemnation of properties within the Town.      

 

SECOND READING OF THE PROPOSED 2015-2016 BUDGET 
Mayor Buchanan read the proposed budget for the second time. Motion to accept the proposed 
budget as is was made by Councilmember Brown and seconded by Councilmember Catron. On 
vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; 
Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye.     
(See Minute Attachment A) 
 

FIRST READING FOR E-SUMMONS ORDINANCE  
Town Attorney Brad Pyott stated that the General Assembly passed that traffic summons could 
be done electronically with a new E-Summons program. There would be a charge of $5.00 for 
this service. That charge would be paid to the Treasurer’s office to cover the cost of the system. 
He then presented the first reading of the E-Summons ordinance. The second reading will be 
read at the July meeting. (See Minute Attachment B) 



 

 
 

FIRST READING OF MANDATORY SEWER CONNECTION ORDINANCE  
Town Attorney Brad Pyott read the first reading of the Sewer Connection Ordinance.  The Town 
currently did not have one in place for sewer however it did for water. The second reading will 
be at the July meeting.  (See Minute Attachment C)  

 

FIRST READING OF SEWER NON USER PENALTIES ORDINANCE  
Town Attorney Brad Pyott read the first reading of the Sewer Non-Connection Fee Ordinance.   
Under this ordinance the Town will have the authority to charge up to a $1,000.00 penalty per 
day, at manager’s discretion. The second reading will be at the July meeting.  (See Minute 
Attachment D) 

 

HILL STUDIO PROPOSAL   
Councilmember Brown stated that the Tazewell Today Group had contacted Hill Studio to assist 
with the improvement of Main Street. Tazewell Today has received donations of $10,000.00 
from the Ratliff Foundation and also donations from the private sector. Councilmember Brown 
would like to ask for the Town to donate $15,000.00 to the revitalization of Main Street. He also 
stated that this is the only time he has ever seen citizens come together this determined and this 
passionate to help build our Town.  Motion to donate the funds was made by Councilmember 
Murray and seconded by Councilmember Catron. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   
 

Mayor Buchanan applauds Tazewell Today and Councilmember Brown thanked Fred Harman 
and the Ratliff Foundation.  

 

2015 PAVING 
Manager Day asked for an extension on paving. The bid opening will be on Thursday, June 11th. 
He will send out an email as to who the lowest bidder is. Motion to give extension was made by 
Councilmember Fox and seconded by Councilmember Murray. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, 
aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   
 

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION DISCUSSION  
Independence Day Celebration will be held on July 3, 2015.  

 
 



 

VACATION OF ROAD IN INDUSTRIAL PARK DISCUSSION 
Manager Day stated that the Planning Commission would like to recommend the closure of an 
alley in the industrial park. He also stated that the land owned around it is owned by the same 
person requesting the closure. Motion was made by Councilmember Brown to close the alley and 
seconded by Councilmember Fox. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, 
aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember McReynolds, aye.   
 

HOLY FAMILY WORSHIP ON TAZEWELL AVENUE UPDATE 
Holy Family Worship tore down a house beside their church on Tazewell Avenue. They would 
like to rebuild however their plans do not meet the setback requirements of our zoning codes. 
They were denied a zoning permit. They would like to appeal to the Board of Zoning Appeals.  

 

CONDEMNATION OF PROPERTY ON 409 HOTEL AVENUE  
Zoning, Building, Property Official, Chris Hurley discussed the property condition of 409 Hotel 
Avenue. He stated the house is on stilts and has not been lived in for over a year. The Planning 
Commission has been discussing this issue and there will be more information presented at the 
next council meeting.  

 

MISCELLANEOUS  
The vacancies on the Planning Commission were discussed. It recommended that  Edith Jackson 
and Charity McDaniel  fill the vacancies. Motion was made to accept the recommendations by 
Councilmember Brown and seconded by Councilmember Fox. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, 
aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
Renee McAvoy of 102 West Riverside Drive came before Council to discuss the women’s 
shelter at Clinch Valley Community Action.  She stated that she lives across from this location 
and the ladies that stay over there are disruptive. Also, it was stated that at times there have been 
occasions where the police have had to be called and at one point she was propositioned for 
prostitution by someone she believes to be a visitor of this shelter. She has tried to discuss this 
matter with Clinch Valley Community Action and has not gotten any results. She wants to know 
if it can be relocated or operated in a better manner.  Manager Day stated that we would look into 
this and do proper due diligence.  
 

Tammy Smith of 103 East Riverside Drive came before Council to discuss the women’s shelter 
at Clinch Valley Community Action. She has stated that she has asked for extra police patrol and 
she feels that it is a safety issue for the shelter to be located where it is at a busy intersection and 
it is not safe for the kids that stay there also. She would like to see the shelter moved to a more 



 

secluded area for the safety of the ones that stay there but also because she too has witnessed 
incidents regarding this shelter. She also stated that there are several buildings in that area that 
are unsightly and unkept and stated that North Tazewell needs to be taken into consideration and 
needs to be heard. She thanked David Fox for his interest and being concerned for that area. 
Mayor Buchanan stated that we will go through the proper channels to address this situation. 
Councilmember Brown advised Mrs. Smith to talk to Fred Harman that there are some great 
ideas for the North Tazewell area.  
 

Mayor Buchanan stated that he appreciated the Appalachian Agency for Senior Citizens holding 
a banquet. He said they have been in business for 40 years and they do a lot for the seniors.  

 
Mayor Buchanan reminded everyone about Back of the Dragon at the Fairground on June 13th. 

 
Mayor Buchanan reminded everyone about the Varmit Marathon June 13th.  

 
Mayor Buchanan reminded everyone of the Cruise In on June 20th. 

 
Mayor Buchanan reminded everyone of the fireworks on July 3rd.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

  



 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ADJOURNMENT  
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox and seconded by Councilmember Catron to adjourn 
the executive session in which they discussed personnel. On vote, Vice-Mayor Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember McReynolds, aye.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  
The meeting adjourned in recess at 8:46 p.m. until July  14th  at 7:30 p.m. Motion to recess was 
made by Councilmember Catron, seconded by Councilmember  Fox. On vote, Vice-Mayor 
Mullins, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember 
Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye.  
 



 
Minute Attachment A  



 Minute Attachment A  



 Minute Attachment A  



 Minute Attachment A  



 Minute Attachment A  



 

 

Minute Attachment B  



 

 

Minute Attachment C 



 

 

Minute Attachment D 


