
 

Council Meeting Minutes 

May 12, 2015 

 

PUBLIC HEARING  
Mayor Buchanan called the public hearing to order at 7:00 p.m. The Town of Tazewell held a 
public hearing for the first reading of the proposed budget for FY 2015-2016 (see minute 
attachment A). No one spoke for or against this reading.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING  
Mayor Buchanan called the public hearing to order at 7:15 p.m. The Town of Tazewell held a 
public hearing regarding the sale of the property at 300 Elk Street. No one spoke for or against 
this reading.  

 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers.  
 

Present:      Absent: 
Mayor A. D. Buchanan Jr    None 
Councilmember Chris Brown  

Councilmember Glenn Catron 
Councilmember Jack Murray 

Councilmember Terry Mullins 
Councilmember David Fox  

 
Staff present were: Town Attorney, Brad Pyott; Town Manager, Todd Day; Treasurer, Sharon 
Davis; Police Chief, DeWitt Cooper; Rescue Squad Administrator, Syndee Saleem; Executive 
Assistant, Robin Brewster; Public Works Director, Donny Pruitt; Zoning, Building, Property 
Official, Chris Hurley; Town Clerk, Leeanne Billings. 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Mayor Buchanan called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and invocation by 
Jerry McReynolds.  
 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF CHRIS BLANKENSHIP 



 

After the council meeting in April, Vice-Mayor Chris Blankenship resigned from his position on 
the town council. Mayor Buchanan recognized Chris Blankenship for his time of service on the 
town council. His time on council was from 2006-2015, serving as vice-mayor from 2011-2015. 
Chris Blankenship stated that it was a pleasure to work with everyone and thanked Manager Day 
and his staff and thanked the council as well. He also stated that he had the privilege to serve 
with two great men that are no longer with us, Dr. Charles Grindstaff and Mr. Jack Harry. 

 

PROCLAMATION FOR CLINCH VALLEY COMMUNITY ACTION  
Mayor Buchanan read a proclamation to name May 13, 2015 Clinch Valley Community Action 
Day in the Town of Tazewell. This date will mark the 50th anniversary of when they were 
incorporated. The Mayor then presented the proclamation to Mr. Doug Sheets with Clinch 
Valley Community Action. Mr. Sheets thanked the mayor and council for doing so and invited 
everyone to come and join them in celebrating this event. He also discussed some of the 
programs that they are involved in such as bill pay assistance and elderly companions. Again, he 
thanked the Town for always helping and supporting them.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Catron to approve 
the minutes of April 14, 2015. On vote, Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, 
aye; Councilmember Murray aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye. Councilmember Fox, aye. 

 

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Brown to approve 
the financial statements for April 2015. On vote, Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember 
Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, 
aye.  

 

APPROVAL OF PROJECT REPORTS 
Motion was made by Councilmember Mullins, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve the 
project reports for April 2015. On vote, Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, 
aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye.  
 

ROUTE 61 UPDATE 
Town Attorney Brad Pyott stated that we are still in the process of getting all the utility 
easements. There were nine that they needed to get and have gotten all but five. He is in hopes 
that we will have all by the end of the month and hopes to be ready for the bid process by July 
1st.  

 

 



 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Councilmember Brown gave an update for the Economic Development Committee. He stated 
they are interested in improving the walking trail at Lincolnshire Park and the work should begin 
this week. They will be working to make the trail easier to walk on because of deep slopes that 
some find difficult to walk on and enjoy. They also would like to implement a side walk 
improvement project this summer. Also, they would like to designate the month of October as 
“Shop Tazewell Month”. Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by 
Councilmember Mullins to make October “Shop Tazewell Month”. On vote, Councilmember 
Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember 
Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye.  

 
Manager Day stated that the council had given the Economic Development Committee five areas 
in which they would like them to concentrate on. He would like council to give permission for 
the committee to expand their horizons and allow them to explore other avenues that may come 
along. Council was very supportive in this and believes this is a great idea. Motion was made by 
Councilmember Catron, seconded by Councilmember Murray. On vote, Councilmember Brown, 
aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye.  

 

TRAIN DEPOT COMMITTEE 
Councilmember Mullins gave an update for the Train Depot Committee.  He stated that the 
committee needed help to get the word out about the train depot renovation. He also said that 
they had not heard back from the Map 21 grant yet.  
 

PLANNING COMMISSION COMMITTEE  
Councilmember Murray asked Mr. Jerry McReynolds, Chairman, to give an update. Mr. 
McReynolds stated that the planning commission is getting very involved and is trying to move 
Tazewell forward.  

 

EMS COMMITTEE 
Mayor Buchanan stated that since Chris Blankenship was over this committee that we would 
forgo this committee at the time and the department heads could bring issues and concerns to 
Manager Day.   
 

PROPERTY AT 300 ELK STREET  
Manager Day stated that the piece of real estate is improved with a single family dwelling, and is 
property that has been maintained by the Mullins family for many years. After the death of Mr. 
Carl Mullins, the executors of his estate discovered that the improvements on the lot encroached 
onto property actually owned by the Town, specifically finding that the under roof property is 
sitting on the Town right-of-way. Manager Day further stated that the encroached upon portion 



 

of the property actually owned by the Town is valued by the Commission of Revenue’s office at  
$1,000.00. Before the sale of the property by the Mullins estate can take place, this status needs 
to be changed; and the Mullins estate is seeking to acquire this small parcel in order to clean up 
the title for a prospective purchaser. The Mullins estate is aware that any fees or costs that have 
accrued or will accrue to the Town associated with the sale of this property such as attorney fees, 
public hearings, etc. will be reimbursed to the locality. Manager Day recommends that the Town 
approve for the sale of the property, with the passage of a proper resolution to this effect. Motion 
was made by Councilmember Murray to approve the sale, as reflected by proper resolution, 
seconded by Councilmember Brown. On vote, Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember 
Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, 
aye. Resolution endorsed by Mayor to be attached to the Minutes as an Exhibit hereto (see 
minute attachment B) 

 

SEWER NON-CONNECTION FEE 
Town Attorney Brad Pyott gave an update regarding the sewer non-connection fee. He stated 
that the Town has an ordinance that it is mandatory for customers to hook up to Town sewer if it 
is available to them. He has prepared a proposed ordinance amendment for a fee up to $1,000.00 
per day for customers that will not hook up on town sewer when it is available to them. He stated 
that this needs to be advertised for four weeks before it can be voted upon. Councilmember 
Murray asked why people would not hook up if it was available. Manager Day stated that some 
have septic tanks and did not feel the need or it could be financial concerns. Manager Day also 
stated that if they had financial issues that the Town would work with them and make payment 
arrangements to give them the opportunity to hook up to Town Sewer. Mr. Sheets with Clinch 
Valley Community Action stated that they had a program that could help citizens get funding for 
hookup fees.   Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Fox 
to advertise the ordinance amendment. On vote, Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember 
Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, 
aye.  

 

AREA TO BE ZONED 
Manager Day stated that there had been some concerns brought up about the proposed zoning of 
the Simmons property on Steeles Lane. The Planning Commission recommended the area to be 
zoned B2. They considered zoning the area M1 however they were concerned with that because 
M1 could be unlimited. He stated that the road was challenging to get there for bigger trucks and 
could cause problems. Manager Day recommends that the zone be B2 for this property. If ever a 
manufacturing company wanted to open there that council could reconsider and rezone it at that 
time. Motion was made to zone this property B2 by Councilmember Brown, seconded by 
Councilmember Fox. On vote, Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; 
Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye.  
 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER RECOMMENDATION 
Manager Day stated that he had not received any recommendations from council for members.  
However, he had two names to consider, Edith Jackson and Susan Reeves.  



 

 

EXISTING INTERNET SERVICE DISCUSSION 
Manager Day stated that at the budget work session there were concerns about the price the 
Town paid for internet service, particularly at the fire department. Manager Day stated that 
Executive Assistant, Robin Brewster had recently worked with BVU to lower our total yearly 
bill by $20,000.00. Manager Day also stated that this cost included the cameras that were in 
place throughout the Town. Councilmember Brown questioned why there was a camera at 
Hardees. Manager day stated it was not at Hardees but at the intersection (traffic light) at 
Hardees. Mayor Buchanan questioned the idea of getting more cameras and monitoring 
businesses for their protection in our police department for a charge. It was stated that the 
number of staff in our police department would be an issue to offer that service.  Manager Day 
stated that he would keep researching this issue to see if there were any other options we could 
take to lower our cost. 
 

TAZ TOWN PHONE APP 
John Reeves gave an update on the Taz Town app that launched last month. He stated that there 
had been 119 downloads of the app. He will be updating the app with new pictures soon. 

 

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSITS (CD’S) 
Manager Day stated that the Town has CD’s at three different banks right now.  He has learned 
of an LGIP account that can earn two percent interest. Treasurer Sharon Davis stated that the 
CD’s were monies put back that would buy new equipment, fund certain projects, etc. and all 
those goal and purposes have already been accomplished. She stated there is approximately 
$84,000.00 in these CD’s that were set aside. Manager Day would like council’s permission to 
move the three CD’s into an account earning two percent interest instead. Motion was made by 
Councilmember Catron, seconded by Councilmember Fox. On vote, Councilmember Brown, 
aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye.  

 

BANNERS 
Town Employee Flora Sinkford, came before council and presented quotes and drawings of 
banners that we could hang around Town. She stated that these banners would make our town 
look nice and attract businesses and visitors. She has chosen a type of banner that would be 
weather friendly and should last an estimated five years. The company she would recommend is 
Clinch Valley Printing. Their quote was the best  and they also said they would house the 
banners when they were not in use. Also with Mrs. Sinkford was Tommy Gross, Town 
Employee. He stated that the existing hardware were in bad shape and would need to be replaced 
and that should be a one-time cost to the Town. He stated that the banners would be put up in the 
following areas: Main Street, Four Way, Tazewell Avenue, Riverjack, Pisgah, and Ben Bolt. 
Motion was made by Councilmember Catron, seconded by Councilmember Fox. On vote, 
Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; 
Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye.  



 

 

E-SUMMONS 
Town Attorney Brad Pyott stated that there will soon be a system that can E-Summons people 
that the police department could begin using. There would be a charge of $5.00 for this service. 
That charge would be paid to the Treasurer’s office to cover the cost of the system. The County 
will go online with this July 1st. If we are interested in this system we must advertise for the first 
reading of this fee for the June meeting and council could vote on it in July. Motion was made by 
Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Murray. On vote, Councilmember Brown, 
aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye.  

 

THS PROJECT GRADUATION DONATION REQUEST 
Manager Day stated that the Town received a donation request for THS Project Graduation for 
$1,000.00. Motion was made by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Fox. On 
vote, Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; 
Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye.  

 
TAZEWELL TODAY 
Manager Day discussed the committee  Tazewell Today. He stated that this group is dedicated to 
the economic development of Main Street. He thanked the committee for their hard work. Their 
office space will be in the Mini Park building. They are trying to build interest through social 
media. There is a request for council to approve John Reeves to design and maintain a Tazewell 
Today website and the town will cover the cost of such.  Motion was made by Councilmember 
Brown, seconded by Councilmember Catron. On vote, Councilmember Brown, aye; 
Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye.  

 
Mrs. Irma Mitchell, member of Tazewell Today, thanked the council and invited everyone to 
their first event that will be held Thursday, May 14th from 8:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. at the Mini 
Park.  Refreshments will be served.  

 
Town Attorney Brad Pyott, read a letter to Lisa Atkinson with the Department of  Housing and 
Community Development  stating that we would like for the Town of Tazewell to be a tourist 
destination and we would be working with the town council, the County and Tazewell Today to 
create a strong down town Tazewell. We would like to apply for a $30,000.00 Planning Grant. 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Murray. On vote, 
Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; 
Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye.  

 

AMEND IDA BY LAWS REGARDING TIME OF MEETINGS 



 

Mayor Buchanan stated that there needed to be an amendment made to the Town Code to change 
the time of the IDA meetings from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Motion was made by Councilmember 
Catron, seconded by Councilmember Murray. On vote, Councilmember Brown, aye; 
Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye.  
 

MISCELLANEOUS   
Manager Day stated that he had three enterprise zone recommendations. He stated that the Town 
could offer incentives to new businesses that would open in the approved enterprise zones and 
also to existing businesses in approved enterprise zones that expands. He stated there are three 
areas we could offer incentives in: business license, meals tax, and lodging. The incentive would 
be that for the first three years of operation, they could receive a percentage of their business 
license/meals tax/ lodging tax back. Year one they could receive 80% back, year two 60% back, 
and year three 40% back. Manager Day recommends they recess the meeting to further discuss 
this issue before they vote on it.  
 

Councilmember Catron stated that Big Burrito would be having live music once a month at their 
restaurant.  

  
Mayor Buchanan reminded everyone about the Spring Expo on May 16th at the Tazewell County 
Fairgrounds and the 5K Mountain Mudder.   
 

Mayor Buchanan also wanted to remind everyone of the first Cruise In and Music on Main on 
May 16th. 

 
Mayor Buchanan also said there would be a fallen officer memorial held Saturday, May 16th 
behind the courthouse.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
Mayor Buchanan stated that there needed to be an executive session and if anyone wanted to 
speak for public comment that they could do so after the executive session.  
 

After the executive session, there were no public comments.        



 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

ADJOURNMENT  
The meeting adjourned in recess at 9:38 p.m. until May 19th at 6:00 p.m. Motion to recess was 
made by Councilmember Catron, seconded by Councilmember  Murray. On vote 
Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye; 
Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye.  
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