
Council Meeting Minutes 
June 10, 2014 

 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:15 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:         Absent: 
Mayor A. D. Buchan, Jr.       Councilmember Terry Mullins 
Vice-Mayor Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember Chris Brown 
Councilmember Glenn Catron 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Jack Murray 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Todd Day; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad Pyott; 
Executive Assistant, Robin Brewster; Police Chief, DeWitt Cooper; Zoning Administrator, 
Donald Pruitt, Jr.; Fire Chief, Josh Roberts . 
 
PUBLIC HEARING –TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX 
 
A public hearing was held to receive public input regarding the enactment of a proposed   five 
percent (5%) transient occupancy tax within the corporate limits of the Town of Tazewell. 
pursuant to Virginia Code Section 58.1-3840. 
 
Mayor Buchanan read the transient occupancy tax ordinance.  There were no public comments. 
 
BRIAN ALLISON - WINE FESTIVAL 
 
Brian Allison came before Town Council asking for support for the wine festival on September 
6, 2014 at Nuckolls Hall.  Mr. Allison stated he was hoping the wine festival would be a big 
event with other winery’s participating.   
 
Manager Day asked Council for permission to use the manpower for the event. 
 
Town Council was very interested in helping Mr. Allison with the wine festival. 
 
RECOGNITION – HADRIAN REEVES SPELLING BEE SEMI-FINALIST  
  
Mayor Buchanan presented Hadrian Reeves a gift certificate for her accomplishment in the 
national spelling bee as a semi-finalist. 
 
SHEA COOK – SEWER ISSUE JUDITH MULLINS MEADE BROOK STREET 
 
Attorney, Shea Cook came before Council representing Judith Mullins on Brook Street 
concerning a sewer backup into her residence on December 5, 2013.  Attorney Cook stated that 



Town should take responsible for damages done to her home.  Attorney Cook advised this should 
not be a financial burden to Mrs. Meade. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded Councilmember Catron to approve the 
minutes of May 13, 2014.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; 
Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve the 
financial statements for May 2014.   On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember 
Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Murray, 
aye. 
 
PROJECT AND ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Brown to approve 
the project and activity reports for May 2014.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
Councilmember Brown stated the employees had done a great job on patching roads. 
 
Manager Day stated the sidewalks on Main Street should be completed on Friday, June 13, 2014 
and the materials to fix the bridge on Riverside Drive will be done in house. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
 
Tony Roop, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee, came before Council thanking 
Council for allowing him to be Chairman of the Economic Development Committee.  Mr. Roop 
stated the committee meets every month to brain storm ideas.  Mr. Roop stated committee will be 
handing out brochures with a map of business in the Town for the Back of the Dragon.  Mr. 
Roop also stated that the Town of Tazewell has a lack of land for new development. 
 
Mayor Buchanan stated the Economic Development Committee has done a wonderful job and a 
very good committee. 
 
TRAIN DEPOT COMMITTEE 
 
Councilmember Mullins wasn’t present for the Train Depot report. 
 
 
 
 



PLANNING COMMISSION COMMITTEE 
 
Councilmember Murray stated the Planning Commission Committee met every month to discuss 
rezoning of houses in town, political signs.  Councilmember Murray thanked Jerry McReynolds 
for his services to the committee. 
 
EMS COMMITTEE  
 
Vice-Mayor Blankenship stated the EMS Committee is reviewing replacing equipment and 
purchase uniforms.  Vice-Mayor Blankenship thanked Jason Kinser and David White for the 
presentation on shelters for power outages. 
 
APPROVAL OF 2015 BUDGET  
 
Mayor Buchanan read the second reading of the 2015 Budget for approval. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Catron, seconded by Councilmember Murray to approve 
and adopt the 2015 Budget.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Brown, 
aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
Absent: Councilmember Mullins. 
 
VRS – 50/30 RETIREMENT PLAN 
 
Robin Brewster, Executive Assistant, presented actuarial study cost to change the retirement 
eligibility criteria for Council to approve for VRS – 50/30 Retirement Plan.  Mrs. Brewster 
explained the Town of Tazewell is the only town in the state of Virginia that currently has the 
Rule of 90 Retirement Plan. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Fox for Robin 
Brewster to proceed with requirements to change VRS – 50/30 Retirement Plan.  On vote, Vice-
Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
2nd READING OF TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX 
 
Mayor Buchanan read the transient occupancy tax for the second time. 
 
ADMENDMENT TO SIGN ORDINANCE 
 
Mayor Buchanan read the amendment to the sign ordinance. 
 
HISTORICAL DESIGNATION RECOMMENDATION 
 
Manager Day stated he received bids for the Train Depot to be on the National Register 
Nomination of Historic Places.  The low bid was $5,500 from Anne Stuart Beckett.   
 



Manager Day thanked Robin Brewster for her hours on letters mailed to get bids.  
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Fox to proceed with 
placing the North Tazewell Train Depot on the National Register Nomination of Historic Places 
and accept the low bid $5,500 from Anne Stuart Becket.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, 
aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
CLINCH RIVER SCENIC BYWAY 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Catron to proceed 
with a study completed to evaluate having 5.6 mile stretch of the Clinch River to qualify for the 
Clinch River Scenic Byway. On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Brown, 
aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
AUCTION OF VEHCILES/EQUIPMENT 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Vice-Mayor Blankenship to allow 
Manager Day to proceed with auctioning off old vehicles and equipment.    On vote, Vice-Mayor 
Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Brown, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember 
Fox, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
FOLIA SEMINAR 
 
Manager Day stated a FOLIA Seminar will be held at the Tazewell Middle School on July 31, 
2014 and asked that all Councilmembers attend and his staff will also attend. 
 
LINCHOLNSHIRE DAM 
 
Manager Day stated he has been working with Tom Roberts with DCR and awaiting approval 
from state before proceeding with Lincolnshire Dam. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
MOTION MADE BY: Councilmember Murray        RESOLUTION NUMBER: ES0140610  
 
MOTION SECONDED BY: Councilmember Brown       MEETING DATE: 14 June 10 
 
VOTE: All voted aye.                                 PURPOSE: Personnel and Legal 
 

CERTIFICATION OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

WHEREAS, the Tazewell Town Council has convened an executive session on this date 
pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia 
Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, §2.1-344.1 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Council that such 



executive session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tazewell Town Council hereby certifies that, 
to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the executive session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were 
identified in the motion convening the executive session were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Tazewell Town Council. 
 

VOTE 
 

AYES: Councilmember Blankenship, Brown, Catron, Fox, Murray  
NAYS: None 
 
(For each nay vote, the substance of the departure from the requirements of the Act should be 
described.) 
 
ABSENT DURING VOTE: Councilmember Mullins 
 
ABSENT DURING MEETING: Councilmember Mullins 
 
 
                                                                   _______________________________ 
                                                                   Linda S. Griffith, Clerk of Council 
 


