
Council Meeting Minutes 
July 9, 2013 

 
 
The Tazewell Town Council met at regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:     Absent: 
Mayor A.D. Buchanan, Jr.   Councilmember Chris Brown 
Vice-Mayor Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember Glenn Catron 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Jack Murray 
Councilmember Terry Mullins 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Todd Day; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Town Attorney, Buck 
Brittain; Executive Assistant, Robin Brewster; Police Chief, DeWitt Cooper and Zoning 
Administrator, Donald Pruitt, Jr. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Buchanan called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and invocation by 
Todd Day. 
 
Moment of silence was held in memory of former Councilmember Ben Susman. 
 
Mayor Buchanan presented Terry Long a plaque for 12 years of service as a town representative 
on the Tazewell County Airport. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES    
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve the 
minutes of June 11, 2013.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Murray. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Catron, seconded by Vice-Mayor Blankenship to approve 
the financial statements for June 30, 2013.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
PROJECT AND ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Vice-Mayor Blankenship to approve 
the project and activity reports for June 2013. On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; 



Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
PLAQUES FOR HISTORICAL BUILDINGS 
 
Tracie Lewis presented to Town Council quotes from several companies on Historical Main 
Street building plaques to the lowest quote was $90 per plaque. 
 
Councilmember Mullins discussed trying to have all the signs the same size and the same 
engraving with the year the building was built and the purpose of the building. 
 
Manager Day stated he would have more details on the plaques for Main Street by next meeting 
to update Council. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM UPDATE 
 
Chief Cooper updated Council on the Neighborhood Watch Program for Fairground Road stating 
he was waiting for everyone on the street to submit their survey to him for the need of a program. 
 
CROOKED ROAD MEETING 
 
Councilmember Mullins stated he attended the Crooked Road meeting and obtained a lot of 
information from the meeting. 
 
TAZEWELL COUNTY AIR SHOW 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Murray to donate 
$500 to the Tazewell County Air Show.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
TAZEWELL COUNTY FAIR 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Fox to donate 
$2,500 to Tazewell County Fair.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember 
Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Murray, 
aye. 
 
MUNICIPAL CODE CORPORATION 
 
Manager Day presented a recommendation to Council on updating the Town Code Book with 
purchasing (1) one copy with CD format from the Municipal Code. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Fox to purchase (1) 
one updated copy of Town Code Book from Municipal Code.  On vote, Vice-Mayor 



Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember 
Mullins, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
REPEAL “POLICE JUSTICE” SECTION IN TOWN CHAPTER 
 
Buck Brittain, Town Attorney, stated that Section 5-1, 5-2, 5-3 were all out dated needed to be 
repealed and to be updated through the General Assembly. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Vice-Mayor Blankenship to repeal 
Section 5-1, 5-2, 5-3 of the Town Chapter.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Fox to change the 
Fiscal Year in Town Chapter. On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Catron, 
aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Fox to proceed with 
necessary procedure to amend the Town Chapter.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; 
Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING TOWN CODE 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Fox to hold a 
Public Hearing on August 13, 2013 at 7:15 p.m. for the updates on the Town Chapter.  On vote, 
Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
Manager Day advised the Planning Commission will meet August 5, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. to review 
the Town Code. 
 
REQUEST FOR NON-CONFORMING USE & CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – 413 
EAST MAIN STREET  
 
Manager Day stated he received a request for a non-conforming use and conditional use permit 
for 413 East Main Street asking for a two (2) family dwelling in an R-1 district (single family) 
only for the present owner of the property.   If property changes, the owner will need to reapply. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Murray, seconded by Councilmember Fox to all the non-
conforming use and conditional use permit for 413 East Main Street to the present owners.    On 
vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
 
 



EMS COMMITTEE 
 
Vice-Mayor Blankenship stated the EMS Committee met at 6:00 p.m. stating he was very proud 
of the leadership and quality of service of the EMS Committee.   Motion was made by Vice-
Mayor Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Mullins for the Jeffersonville Rescue Squad 
will now be operating under the Town of Tazewell Emergency Medical Services.  On vote, Vice-
Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
Mayor Buchanan read a resolution for the 100th year anniversary of Main Street United 
Methodist Church. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Murray to approve the 
resolution. On vote, Vice-Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 
Manager Day gave Council a financial update stating that less than a year ago the Town was 
$800,000 in a deficit structure.  Manager Day stated he anticipated the Town would be in the 
black by December 2013.  The $650,000 note was paid off due to the team effort by all Town 
employees in saving money and finding better ways to do things.  Manager Day reported by 
doing vehicle maintenance in house, has resulted in a big savings, town streets not reported on 
VDOT listings and taking steps to collect delinquent taxes. 
 
APPROVAL OF LINE OF CREDIT 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Blankenship, seconded Councilmember Fox to allow Manager 
Day to check on obtaining of line of credit in the amount of $350,000.   On vote, Vice-Mayor 
Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember 
Mullins, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
ZONING UPDATES 
 
Donald Pruitt, Zoning Administrator, advised Council that another condemnation notice had to 
be done on the Old Quality Cleaners Building on Riverside Drive due to ownership changes.  
Mr. Pruitt he wanted to give the new owner 60 days to tear down the building. 
 
Donald Pruitt, Zoning Administrator, recommended a non-conforming use permit for Rick Cole, 
600 East Riverside Drive, for a carport that borders Clinch Avenue. 



 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Catron to grant the non-
conforming use for Rick Cole, 600 East Riverside Drive, to construct a carport.    On vote, Vice-
Mayor Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Catron, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Mullins, aye; Councilmember Murray, aye. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
Motion made by: Councilmember Murray                               Resolution Number: ES070913 
Motion Seconded by:  Vice-Mayor Blankenship                  Meeting Date:  July 9, 2013 
Vote:   All voted aye                                                                      Purpose:  Personnel  
 
 

CERTIFICATION OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Whereas, the Tazewell Town Council has convened an executive session on this date pursuant to 
an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, 2.1-344.1 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Council that such 
executive session was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law; 
 
Now Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Tazewell Town Council hereby certifies that, to the best 
of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open 
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the executive session to which this 
certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in 
the motion convening the executive session were heard, discussed or considered by the Tazewell 
Town Council. 

VOTE 
Ayes: Vice-Mayor Blankenship, Councilmember Catron, Councilmember Fox, Councilmember 
Murray, Councilmember Mullins   
Nays:  None 
 
(For each nay vote, the substance of the departure from the requirements of the Act should be 
described.) 
 
Absent during vote: Councilmember Brown 
Absent during meeting:  Councilmember Brown 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________________ 
     Clerk, Linda S. Griffith 
 
 



FISHING – LINCOLNSHIRE PARK 
 
Councilmember Fox questioned if the VML Insurance would cover the liability of fishermen 
fishing at Lincolnshire Park at nighttime. 
 
Councilmember Murray stated need to take in consideration all the parks property and report 
back at the next meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to come before Council, meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Called Emergency Council Meeting 
July 30, 2013 

 
 

The Tazewell Town Council met in a called emergency meeting at 7:00 a.m. in the Town Hall 
Council Chambers: 
 
Present:          Absent: 
Mayor A. D. Buchanan, Jr.                                     Councilmember Fox 
Vice-Mayor Chris Blankenship       Councilmember Mullins 
Councilmember Chris Brown 
Councilmember Glenn Catron 
Councilmember Jack Murray 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Todd; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Town Attorney, Brad Pyott; 
Executive Assistant, Robin Brewster.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Buchanan called the meeting to order. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
Motion made by: Councilmember Murray                               Resolution Number: ES073013 
Motion Seconded by:  Vice-Mayor Blankenship                  Meeting Date:  July 30, 2013 
Vote:   All voted aye                                                                      Purpose:  Litigation 
 

CERTIFICATION OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Whereas, the Tazewell Town Council has convened an executive session on this date pursuant to 
an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, 2.1-344.1 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Council that such 
executive session was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law; 
 
Now Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Tazewell Town Council hereby certifies that, to the best 
of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open 
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the executive session to which this 
certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in 
the motion convening the executive session were heard, discussed or considered by the Tazewell 
Town Council. 
 



VOTE 
 

Ayes: Vice-Mayor Blankenship, Councilmember Catron, Councilmember Murray,  
Nays:  None 
 
(For each nay vote, the substance of the departure from the requirements of the Act should be 
described.) 
 
Absent during vote: Councilmember Fox, Councilmember Catron, Councilmember Mullins 
Absent during meeting:  Councilmember Fox, Councilmember Mullins 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to come before Council, meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 


