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Council Meeting Minutes 
October 13, 2009 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p. m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:      Absent: 
Mayor Jack Harry     None 
Vice-Mayor Charles Grindstaff 
Councilmember Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember A. D. Buchanan, Jr. 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
Staff present were Town Manger, Jerry G. Wood; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad Pyott; 
Police Chief, Brian Hieatt and Recreation Director, Betty Conn. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Harry called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and invocation by Linda 
Griffith. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Dennis Robinson, of 101 Tazewell Avenue, questioned if the Town was going put waste baskets 
on the telephone poles.  He also suggested that Council walk the streets in Town to look at the 
sidewalks.  He stated there was a realtor sign on Tazewell Avenue on the sidewalk.  He also 
voiced his concern about the red light at the intersection of Fincastle Turnpike and Tazewell 
Avenue stating he watched vehicles and there were a lot of close calls at this intersection. 
 
Pete Davis, a resident of Tazewell Avenue, stated in December 2008 that Manager Wood 
apologized to him and he would like to do the same with Manager Wood. 
 
Manager Wood stated that all of us need to be more understanding and say things they shouldn’t 
when they are angry. 
 
Jerry  Cochran, owner of the old Clinch Valley Supply building, came before Council stated his 
name had been brought before Council several times concerning the property on Riverside Drive.  
Mr. Cochran asked Council if there was a problem with his property.  Mr. Cochran stated that 
one of his workers was working on the building and Mayor Harry questioned the worker.  Mayor 
Harry informed the worker the Town had condemned the building.  Mr. Cochran asked why 
someone couldn’t call him. 
 
Mayor Harry stated he and another individual were looking at the building and there was a 
misunderstanding on the situation. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Blankenship to 
approve the Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of September 8, 2009.  On 
vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, 
aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff to approve 
the financial statements for September 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded Councilmember Blankenship to approve 
the operating reports for October 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
BROADBAND REPORT 
 
Manager Wood stated he had filed the necessary papers to receive money for the broadband 
project. 
 
SEWER PER FOR DRY TOWN AND RAMEY’S 
 
Manager Wood advised Council that he received notification of grant approval for the Sewer 
PER for Dry Town and Ramey Chevrolet on Route 19/460 and Thompson and Litton had begun 
the work. 
 
REPORT ON HOUSE – HOPKINS STREET 
 
Manager Wood reported the house on Hopkins Street completely torn down. 
 
Councilmember Fox stated he had received several good comments on the removal of the house 
on Hopkins Street. 
 
NORTH TAZEWELL DEPOT 
 
Manager  Wood reported he was starting to apply for grants for the North Tazewell Depot and he 
would be attending a meeting on November 4, 2009 at Wytheville. 
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CLINCH VALLEY COMMUNITY ACTION PROPERTY 
 
Council directed Manager Wood to send Clinch Valley Community Action a letter requiring 
them 60 days to report back to the Town on the action to be taken to repair the building located 
on the corner of Pine Street and Central Avenue. 
 
POLICE TRAINING 
 
Manager Wood advised that Chief Hieatt and Flora Sinkford have worked very hard on selling 
ads for Law Enforcement Publications calenders.  Chief Hieatt has requested that this money be 
used to off-set the additional training for his officers for their continuing education classes. 
 
Councilmember Fox stated he appreciated the Town allowing the officers the availabity for 
training, but requested that the officers should sign a contract to continue to stay with the Town 
for 3 to 5 years after receiving their degree education. 
 
RETIRING OF RICK MCCANN AND DONNA MCCANN  
 
Councilmember Buchanan requested the Town recognize Rick and Donna McCann for their 
dedicated services that they have provided the Recreation Department. 
 
STREET MARKINGS 
 
Councilmember Blankenship requested the streets be marked before winter, due to it being hard 
for the employees to see the edge of the street when removing snow. 
 
HALLOWEEN HOURS  
 
Council set Halloween Hours for Saturday, October 31, 2009 from 5:00 p.m. till 8:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
With no further business to come before Council, meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.     
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Council Meeting Minutes 
December 8, 2009 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:      Absent: 
Mayor Jack Harry 
Vice-Mayor Charles Grindstaff               
Councilmember Blankenship 
Councilmember A. D. Buchanan 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry G. Wood; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad 
Pyott; Police Chief, Brian Hieatt; Public Works Director, Steve Frederick and Fire Chief, George 
Pilkins.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
  
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and invocation 
by Linda Griffith. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
David Havens of 102 Church Street, at the corner of Main Street, discussed widening of the 
street and the alley at the corner of Church Street and Main Street.  The alley way is very narrow, 
he is willing to donate seven feet of his land so the Town could widen the alley, if the Town 
replaces the existing fence and posts once job is completed. 
 
Mayor Harry advised to the let street committee address this request.  Councilmember 
Blankenship will look into the request. 
 
Dennis Robinson said he stopped at Magic Mart, the trash cans look nice.  There are other areas 
trash cans could be added to. Also discussed was the red light at Tazewell Avenue and Fincastle 
intersection.  This matter will be later discussed at a Public Hearing. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Buchanan to approve 
the Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of November 10, 2009.  
 
On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember 
Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Long to 
approve the financial statements for August 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
Councilmember Buchanan questioned how much revenue has been brought in by tax collection.  
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Long to approve 
the operating reports for August 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
Councilmember Buchanan asked for fire reports for the last two months.  
 
 
FIRE HYDRANT 
 
The fire hydrant at the middle school is not the towns. It was put in by the school superintendent    
contacted the maker of fire hydrants, the school wants to buy a hydrant and the Town will install 
and take the fire hydrant out. 
 
 
REPORT ON COMMUNITY DEVELOMENT BLOCK  GRANT 
 
Manager Wood discussed the Community Development Block Grant it is closed out; this grant is 
for Main Street Revitalization. 
 
For the Broadband, all bills are paid. The state is holding $10,000. The Town will be applying 
for this money next week and then it will be closed.  
 
The Town can re-apply in March 2010 for the Main Street Revitalization Grant.  
 
 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT 
 
Manager Wood advised the USDA Rural Development Grant has completely closed out and the 
Town received the last payment.  
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BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT  
 
Manager Wood reported that the final papers for the boundary adjustment were signed off. The 
Affidavit must be advertised in Richlands News Press.      
 
Manager Wood advised that packets for new Town citizen’s will be prepared to welcome them 
into Town.  
 
Manager Wood said all citizens will receive letters immediately.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR TRAFFIC PATTERN 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to hold a 
Public Hearing to discuss the red light and the traffic pattern on Fincastle and Tazewell Avenue.    
 
VDOT will be at the Public Hearing to answer any questions. 
 
On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember 
Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
TIMBER CONTRACT 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Long, to have a 
four month extension on the timber contract ending October 2010. 
 
On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember 
Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
CHRISTMAS BONUS 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Willis, to give the full 
time Town employees a bonus of $250.00. 
 
On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember 
Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
VETRANS DAY PARADE 
 
Councilman Fox advised that we are still working on meeting with the VFW Tazewell Post to 
start a parade for 2010. 
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CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 
Recreation Director Betty Conn, reports that after the Christmas parade at Nuckols Hall there 
will be a party and the Recreation Department is donating 350 treat bags to be handed out.  
 
Vice Mayor Grindstaff thanked everyone that was involved in the Christmas parade and thanked 
the Police and Fire Department for their help. 
 
911 GRANT COMMITTEE 
 
Chief Hieatt reported that radios are needed for all departments. 
 
CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 
Manager Wood announced the Christmas Eve party will be held in the American Legion 
Building at 10:30 a.m. on December 24, 2009.  
 
PHYSICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 
Councilmember Blankenship recommended the Physical Services Committee need to discuss 
improvements to Rt. 61 from the Salt Dome to the Recreation Park 
 
Councilmember Willis questioned why three lanes are needed in the area from the Salt Dome 
and Recreation Park.   
 
Manager Wood stated we need to plan for Commercial property for the future.  
 
ADJOURNMENT     
 
With no further business to be discussed the meeting was recessed at 8:29 p.m. until December 
16, 2009 at 4:30 pm for a workshop. 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Mayor Jack H. Harry 
 
__________________________ 
Clerk Linda S. Griffith  








Council Meeting Minutes 
February 9, 2010 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:      Absent: 
Mayor Charles Grindstaff    None 
Vice-Mayor A. D. Buchanan 
Councilmember Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry G. Wood; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad 
Pyott; Police Chief, Brian Hieatt; Public Works Director, Steve Frederick and Recreation 
Director, Betty Conn. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Grindstaff called the meeting order with the pledge of allegiance and invocation by Linda 
Griffith. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Jennifer Bourne, representative of Clinch Valley Community Action Family Crisis Program, 
asking Council to proclaim February 2010 as Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month.  Ms. 
Bourne stated the Family Crisis Program is very active in the school system supporting action 
against teen violence.  Ms. Bourne thanked Council for allowing her to speak at their meeting 
and for their support. 
 
Mayor Grindstaff read the Proclamation for Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month.   
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Fox to proclaim 
February 2010 as Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Buchanan, 
aye; Councilmember Blankenship, aye, Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
Robert Brittain, a resident of Marion Avenue, came before Council requesting the Town consider 
doing a study to use LED lights for the street lights to save money. 
 
Council asked that Manager Wood contact AEP concerning the LED lights. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Buchanan to approve 
the Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of February 9, 2010.  On vote, Vice-
Mayor Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Blankenship, aye, Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Long to approve the 
financial statements for February 2010. On vote, Vice-Mayor Buchanan, aye; Councilmember 
Blankenship, aye, Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, 
aye.  
 
Manager Wood advised he has been working on the 2011 Budget and doesn’t know the effect the 
state cuts will have on the budget.  Manager Wood stated cut backs have already started. 
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Blankenship to 
approve the operating reports for February 2010.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye, Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
Councilmember Fox questioned if the water bills had been estimated during the bad weather. 
 
Manager Wood stated the water meters were not read in January or February 2010 due the 
weather conditions.   Manager Wood stated an average of the last three months water usage was 
taken to determine the billings.  
 
BROADBAND STUDY 
 
Manager Wood stated he had received a draft report on the broadband study.  A management 
plan will be completed to explore possible funding. 
 
BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT    
 
Manager Wood stated letters have been sent to residents taken in by the boundary adjustment.  
There are some discrepancies concerning some residents that received letters that were not in the 
boundary adjustment.  
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VDOT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Councilmember Blankenship stated that the Department of Transportation wanted the Town to 
schedule a public hearing to receive public comments to discuss the bridge at the Tazewell Farm 
Bureau on Riverside Drive on either repair or replace. Also, a second public hearing is requested 
to receive public comments on removing or replacing the red light at the intersection of Tazewell 
Avenue and Fincastle to remove the traffic light or replace it. 
 
Motion was made Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Fox to hold at 
public hearing on March 9, 20l0 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the bridge at the Tazewell Farm Bureau 
located on Riverside Drive to repair or replace.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye, Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Fox to hold a 
public hearing on March 9, 2010 at 7:15 p.m. to remove or replace the traffic light located at the 
intersection of Tazewell Avenue and Fincastle Turnpike.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye, Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.  
  
REPORT ON TELEVISION OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
Manager Wood reported he had spoken with someone concerning televising the Council 
Meeting, but due to the weather they were unable to attend the meeting.  Manage Wood stated if 
the meetings were done live it would involve the FCC regulations. 
 
BUDGET REPORT  
 
Manager Wood stated he had began work on the Budget for 2010-2011 and it will be a difficult 
budget due the state revenue reduction. 
 
SIDEWALKS 
 
Manager Wood reported that he had purchased a lawn mower with snow blade to clean snow off 
of the sidewalks. 
 
Councilmember Buchanan stated that the Tazewell Post Office should be responsible for 
cleaning their handicap ramp from snow. 
 
Mayor Grindstaff stated that the citizens are responsible for cleaning their own sidewalks in front 
of their residence. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to come before Council, Mayor Grindstaff adjourned the meeting at 
8:21 p.m. 
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Council Meeting Minutes 
January 12, 2010 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council  
Chambers. 
 
Present:     Absent:   
Mayor Charles Grindstaff   Councilmember Chris Blankenship  
Councilmember A. D. Buchanan           
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis  
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry G. Wood; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad Pyott 
and Police Chief, Brian Hieatt. 
 
Mayor, Jack Harry was unable to attend the meeting due to unforeseen circumstances. 
 
Manager Wood announced that Mayor Harry had resigned as Mayor. 
 
James E. Blevins, Circuit Clerk swore Charles Grindstaff as Mayor to fill the unexpired term of 
Jack Harry, which will expire on June 30, 2010. 
 
Mayor Charles Grindstaff thanked everyone for their support over the years and was honored to 
be the Mayor for the Town of Tazewell. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF VICE-MAYOR 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Willis to appoint  
Councilmember Buchanan as Vice-Mayor.  On vote, Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY 
 
Chief Hieatt presented the Citizen’s Police Academy participants a diploma for completion of 
the Academy.  Chief Hieatt stated this was the second Citizens Police Academy that has been 
taught. 
 
All citizens who attended the class were excited about the class. 
 
Suzanna Grindstaff, a citizen academy graduate, stated she wanted to commend police officers 
for doing a wonderful job in teaching the class it and has made her a better citizen. 
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Ruth Kendrick stated this academy should be continued.  She also stated the police officers did a 
wonderful job and in appreciation presented a donation to Chief Hieatt from Sam Lester. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Dennis Robinson, a resident of 101 Tazewell Avenue, came before the Council commending the 
street maintenance crew on a job well done on the snow removal. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve the 
Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of December 8, 2009.  On vote, 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
Manager Wood wanted to clarify in the December 8, 2009 minutes that the Town is not paying 
for an employee to attend forestry to get a degree.  The Town employee is taking the class on his 
own.  The Town only pays for classes pertaining to an employee’s job. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve 
the financial statements for December 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
Councilmember Fox stated he enjoyed the class with Auditors from Brown & Edwards and 
learned a lot of information in the meeting. 
 
Manager Wood stated he was working on an accounting manual on proper procedures and 
compliance with laws and regulations. 
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve 
the operating reports for December 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
Manager Wood stated he advised Water Clerk, Billie McGinnis to estimate all water bills for 
January due the bad weather and not being able to read the meters. 
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BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT 
 
Manager Wood advised the boundary adjustment went into effect on January 1, 2010.  New 
residents will receive letters on trash pickup and will be receiving new voter’s registration cards.  
Manager Wood stated the population increased by approximately 500 citizens. 
 
RIVERWALK PROJECT   
  
Manager Wood stated he will meet with the state on January 20, 2010.  He stated the river walk 
project will have more right-of-way and  will be a lot nicer than expected, due to the state 
owning the right-of-way. 
 
COMMUNITY CHANNEL 
 
Councilmember Fox suggested that the Council meeting be televised on the community access 
channel for citizens who are unable to attend Council meetings.  This would keep the citizens 
informed of what was going on in the Town. 
 
Mayor Grindstaff stated he was concerned about the quality of the recording.  He stated the 
citizens need to both hear, and see meetings and making this possible in a quality manner could 
become very costly.   He suggested checking with Southwest Community College to see if they 
have the equipment to record the meetings.  Mayor Grindstaff suggested the recorded meetings 
be reviewed before putting them on the community access channel for the quality of the 
recording. 
 
BROAD BAND 
 
Manager Wood stated the Broad Band Committee will meet on February 4, 2010 at 11:30 a.m.. 
A report will presented and the board will be available to answer any questions.  He stated that 
fiber optic will be routed to the Tazewell County Public Library. 
 
Councilmember Buchanan suggested that the fiber optics be routed to the Town Fire 
Department. 
 
Manager Wood advised that the fiber optics will be routed to the Fire Department for a disaster 
backup for our computer systems. 
 
VDOT FUNDING  
 
Manager Wood advised that the VDOT Street Maintenance funding has been reduced by the 
State through budget cuts. 
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RESOLUTION 
 
 R   E   S   O   L   U   T   I   O   N 
 


WHEREAS, the Town of Tazewell finds it convenient to maintain Chamber Drive 
leading to the Tazewell County Community Services Building;  
 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Town of Tazewell wishes the Virginia 
Department of Transportation to place this street in the Town’s maintenance system. 
 
Adopted this 12th day of January, 2010. 
 
 
            ____________________ 
                   Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________ 
       Town Manager 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Grindstaff thanked everyone for their attendance. 
 
With no further business to come before Council, meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Mayor Charles Grindstaff 
 
____________________________ 
Clerk Linda S. Griffith 








Council Meeting Minutes 
March 9, 2010 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:     Absent: 
Mayor Charles Grindstaff   None 
Vice-Mayor A. D. Buchanan 
Councilmember Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Grindstaff called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and invocation by 
Linda Griffith. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Grindstaff asked for public comments.  There were no public comments. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Buchanan to approve 
the Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of February 9, 2010.  On vote, Vice 
Mayor Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Long to approve the 
financial statements for February 2010.  On vote, Vice Mayor Buchanan, aye; Councilmember 
Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, 
aye. 
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by Vice-Mayor Buchanan to 
approve the operating reports for February 2010.  On vote, Vice Mayor Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
Chief Hieatt discussed a report showing all the fines broken down per officer that were recovered 
from cases in the General District and Juvenile Courts for 2009 totaling $74,552.00.    
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REQUEST FROM CLINCH VALLEY COMMUNITY ACTION  
 
Manager Wood stated he had received a request from Clinch Valley Community Action to grant 
them a 60 day extension on condemnation notice for property located at the corner of Elk Street 
and Central Avenue.  If the property is not sold within the 60 days the property will donated to a 
non-profit organization. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Willis, seconded by Councilmember Fox to grant Clinch 
Valley Community a 60 day extension on condemnation notice for property located at the corner 
of Elk Street and Central Avenue.  On vote, Vice Mayor Buchanan, aye; Councilmember 
Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, 
aye. 
 
DRYTOWN/RAMEY SEWER 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Blankenship to 
instruct Manager Wood to pursue funding for the Drytown and Ramey Chevrolet sewer line 
extension.  On vote, Vice Mayor Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
BROADBAND GRANT 
 
Manager Wood advised Council that the Broadband Grant completion date was extended until 
June 30, 20l0. 
 
SPEED SIGN 
 
Manager Wood advised Council of the report in packet showing the speed summary of February 
22, 2010 – February 28, 2010 on Tazewell Avenue. 
 
Council suggested the speed sign be placed at different locations on Town streets.  Council was 
pleased with the results received from the speed sign. 
 
BRAIN INJURY SERVICES 
 
Council received a request on funding for the Brain Injury Services.  This request was referred to 
the Finance Committee for a recommendation. 
 
VDOT – REVENUE SHARING 
 
Manager Wood asked Council for direction on applying for Revenue Sharing money. 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Vice-Mayor Buchanan requesting the 
Town support and participant on obtaining Revenue Sharing monies for 2011. 
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STREET MAINTENANCE 
 
Councilmember Willis suggested that the sidewalk at North Tazewell be cleaned and also gravel 
needs to be placed on the shoulders of the road. 
 
Councilmember Blankenship stated that Fincastle Turnpike needs to milled in the future before 
repaving the street. 
 
Manager Wood stated that it was very expensive to mill a street and the Town only mills the 
street when it is required by VDOT.   
 
Councilmember Blankenship stated the water problem at the Cave Store needs to be corrected 
before new pavement is done. 
 
Manager Wood stated he would talk with Marty Holloway with VDOT to see if these problems 
on Fincastle could be done as a project. 
 
WATER LINE REPLACEMENT PHASE II 
 
Councilmember Buchanan questioned the water lines that have to be replaced on Bland and 
Fincastle Turnpike. 
 
Manager Wood stated the lines will be done as soon as the weather breaks. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Vice-Mayor Buchanan suggested that an Economic Development Committee be formed to 
promote business into Town if someone is looking for real estate property. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
With no further business to come before Council, Mayor Grindstaff adjourned the meeting at 
8:20 p.m. 
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Council Meeting Minutes 
December 16, 2009 


 


The Tazewell Town Council met to continue recessed meeting at 4:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers. 


Present:     Absent: 
Mayor Jack Harry    Councilmember Chris Blankenship 
Vice-Mayor Charles Grindstaff                      Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember A. D Buchanan 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry G. Wood and Clerk, Linda S. Griffith. 
 
Mayor Harry called the meeting to order. 
 
John Aldridge, representative of Brown and Edwards, presented and viewed the June 30, 2009 
Audit for the Town of Tazewell.  He stated the Town’s audit was one of the first audits this year 
to be filed with state.  All of the Town’s financial statements are update.  Mr. Aldridge stated his 
main concern was the debt that the water fund owes the general fund.  Mr. Aldridge advised 
Council they needed to either write-off the $l.8 million or reimburse the general fund for the debt 
before the next audit for June 30, 20l0. 
 
Manager Wood stated the water fund should be able to repay the debt after all the bonds are paid 
off. 
 
Mayor Harry questioned the accounts payable at June 30, 2009 in the amount of $649,989. 
 
Mr. Aldridge the $649,989 were accrued bills as of June 30, 2009. 
 
Councilmember Buchanan stated that $157,000 of the accrued bills were for the paving. 
 
Mr. Aldridge stated the Town could survive 6.5 months without any other revenue being 
generated with the financial condition as of June 30, 2009. 
 
Mr. Aldridge advised the cash flow for the water fund in 2009 was very good. 
 
Councilmember Buchanan asked for a breakdown of the accounts receivable for the water fund 
30 days, 60 days, and 90 days and over. 
 
Mr. Aldridge advised the General Fund budget had an increase of $85,229 for June 30, 2009. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Grindstaff to 
accept the June 30, 2009 financial statement as presented by Brown and Edwards.  On vote,  
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Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
With no further business, meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m.    
 
 
 
       
        _____________________________ 
        Mayor Jack H. Harry 
__________________________ 
Clerk Linda S. Griffith 








Council Meeting Minutes 
April 13, 2010 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:      Absent: 
Mayor Charles Grindstaff    None 
Vice-Mayor A. D. Buchanan, Jr. 
Councilmember Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
JOINT PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Mayor Grindstaff called the public hearing to order. 
 
A joint public hearing was held at 7:00 p.m. with VDOT and Town Council to receive public 
comments on the relocate funds for repairs the bridges on Route 61 and Riverside Drive (near 
Farm Bureau Office) to improve the traffic pattern. 
  
Mayor Grindstaff asked for public comments.  There were no public comments. 
 
Mayor Grindstaff called the next public hearing to order to receive public comment on removal 
of the traffic signal at the intersection of Tazewell Avenue and Fincastle Turnpike.   
 
Jack Murray, of 885 E. Fincastle, asked why the Town wanted to tear down the oldest light in 
town.  Mr. Murray stated the red light was necessary to prevent accidents, because he was almost 
hit (3) times in the last (2) two weeks. 
 
Dennis Robinson, of 101 Tazewell Avenue, stated there were many close calls of accidents at the 
red light.  He stated the red light had been there at the intersection at least 30 years and there is 
more traffic today.  Mr. Robinson stated he would give the Town permission to place the red 
light pole in his yard and asked that the red light not be removed. 
 
Kay Allison, of 31l E. Pine Street, stated the red light was visible from her house and she could 
hear brakes very often.  She stated the stop signs are run everyday at the North Tazewell Post 
Office and cars turn right all the time and do not pay attention to the “no right turn” sign. 
 
Jack Murray asked if the intersection was one of the most traveled intersections in Town. 
 
Manager Wood stated it was. 
 
Marty Holloway, representative of VDOT, presented the finding of the traffic study, which was 
performed by VDOT using National Transportation Standards.   He stated a very detailed traffic  
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study was done at the peak traffic time, which was in the afternoon from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.  After 
completed the study Mr. Holloway advised it was the recommendation of VDOT to follow the 
removal of the traffic signals. 
 
Bill Buffalo stated that previous year’s studies showed the traffic light was needed and he didn’t 
understand now why they wanted to remove the light. 
 
Mr. Holloway stated over time the traffic pattern changes. 
 
Manager Wood stated the technology was not available years ago to conduct studies that we 
have today on traffic lights. 
 
Chief Pilkins stated the Fire Department is called to more accidents at intersection of Main Street 
and Fairground Road (Hurst Scott Funeral Home) and at Steeles Lane.    
 
Councilmember Buchanan questioned the cost to replace the traffic light. 
 
Mr. Holloway stated it he would be approximately $300,000 or more to replace the red light. 
 
Mr. Holloway thanked Council and Manager Wood for their willingness to work with VDOT 
over the years. 
 
Council also thanked Mr. Holloway for his help and support for the Town. 
 
Mayor Grindstaff closed the Public Hearing. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Grindstaff called the regular scheduled meeting to order with the pledge and invocation 
by Linda Griffith. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Kay Allison, of 315 Pine Street, stated the creek on Larimer Lane needed to be cleaned out.  
Also, there was a garage doing vehicle maintenance near her house.  She asked that someone 
check park on Tazewell Avenue between l0:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. for loud music. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 9, 2010 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Blankenship to 
approve the Council Meeting Minutes of March 9, 2010.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.  
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Buchanan, seconded Councilmember Blankenship of March 
2020.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember 
Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
 
OPERATING REPORTS  
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Willis to 
approve the operating reports for March 2010.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
Councilmember Blankenship asked about the reduction in speeding tickets for the month of 
March 2010. 
 
Chief Hieatt stated the speed sign has cut down speeding on streets. 
 
VDOT ALLOCATION REQUEST 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Long to 
approve VDOT to allocate funds for the Route 61 Bridge and Riverside Drive Bridge (near Farm 
Bureau) projects and authorized the Manager Wood to sign documents.   On vote, Vice-Mayor 
Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember 
Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 


 
R  E  S  O  L  U  T  I  O  N 


 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Virginia Department of Transportation construction 
allocation procedures, it is necessary that a request by resolution be received from the local 
government or state agency in order that the Virginia Department of Transportation program 
may approve an urban highway project in the Town of Tazewell; and 
 
 WHEREAS, also in accordance with Virginia Department of Transportation construction 
allocation procedures, a public hearing was conducted before the Town Council of the Town of 
Tazewell, meeting in regular session on Tuesday, April 13, 2010, on the urban highway project; 
and 
  
 WHEREAS, also in accordance with Virginia Department of Transportation construction 
allocation procedures, it is necessary for the Town of Tazewell and the Virginia Department of  
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Transportation to enter into an agreement to effect the execution of the urban highway project; 
and 
 


WHEREAS, it is necessary for an official of the Town of Tazewell to be authorized by 
the Town Council for the Town of Tazewell to execute the agreement on behalf of the Town. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of 
Tazewell, Virginia requests that the Virginia Department of Transportation establish an urban 
project for the Riverside Drive Bridge (near Farm Bureau Office) Project and in accordance with 
Section 33.1-44 of the Code of Virginia, and that, if the Town of Tazewell subsequently elects to 
cancel this project, the Town of Tazewell hereby agrees to reimburse the Virginia Department of 
Transportation for the total amount of the costs expanded by the Department through the date the 
Department is notified of such cancellation; and 
 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Manager for the Town of Tazewell is 
hereby authorized to execute the agreement between the Virginia Department of Transportation 
and the Town of Tazewell for the prosecution of the urban project hereinabove requested.  


 
Adopted this 13th day of April, 2010. 


 
 
 


__________________________________ 
Charles C. Grindstaff, Mayor 


 
ATTESTED BY: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Linda S. Griffith, Clerk 


R  E  S  O  L  U  T  I  O  N 
 


 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Virginia Department of Transportation construction 
allocation procedures, it is necessary that a request by resolution be received from the local 
government or state agency in order that the Virginia Department of Transportation program 
may approve a locally administered urban highway project in the Town of Tazewell; and 
 
 WHEREAS, also in accordance with Virginia Department of Transportation construction 
allocation procedures, a public hearing was conducted before the Town Council of the Town of 
Tazewell, meeting in regular session on Tuesday, April 13, 2010, on the locally administered 
urban highway project; and 
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 WHEREAS, also in accordance with Virginia Department of Transportation construction 
allocation procedures, it is necessary for the Town of Tazewell and the Virginia Department of 
Transportation to enter into an agreement to effect the execution of the locally administered 
urban highway project; and 
 


WHEREAS, it is necessary for an official of the Town of Tazewell to be authorized by 
the Town Council for the Town of Tazewell to execute the agreement on behalf of the Town. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of 
Tazewell, Virginia requests that the Virginia Department of Transportation establish a locally 
administered urban project for the Route 61 Project and in accordance with Section 33.1-44 of 
the Code of Virginia, and that, if the Town of Tazewell subsequently elects to cancel this project, 
the Town of Tazewell hereby agrees to reimburse the Virginia Department of Transportation for 
the total amount of the costs expanded by the Department through the date the Department is 
notified of such cancellation; and 
 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Manager for the Town of Tazewell is 
hereby authorized to execute the agreement between the Virginia Department of Transportation 
and the Town of Tazewell for the prosecution of the locally administered urban project 
hereinabove requested.  


 
Adopted this 13th day of April, 2010. 


 
 


__________________________________ 
Charles C. Grindstaff, Mayor 


 
 
 
ATTESTED BY: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Linda S. Griffith, Clerk 
 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Long to accept 
the recommendation of VDOT to remove the traffic light at the intersection of Tazewell Avenue 
and Fincastle Turnpike and authorize Manage Wood to sign documents.  On vote,  
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Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Fox, nay; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye; Councilmember Buchanan (obtained from voting due to conflict of 
interest family member working at VDOT)  Motion passed 3 to 1 vote. 
 
Councilmember Fox was against the removal of the traffic light. 
 
Councilmember Willis stated the Town had no other choice, but to accept the recommendation 
of VDOT to remove the traffic light.  The study took a year and the Town could be liable in the 
future. 
  
Mr. Holloway stated the Town was not charged for the study that was done on the traffic light.  
This cost was donated to the Town.   He also stated steps will be taken to notify citizens before 
the light is totally removed. 
 
DRY TOWN SEWER PROJECT 
 
Manager Wood stated the Dry Town Sewer Project money could possibly be applied for in the 
summer. 
 
VIDEO OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
Councilmember Fox questioned the progress of recording the Council Meeting to be videoed on 
the community access channel. 
 
Manager Wood stated he would have a price by the May meeting. 
 
SPRING RIVER CLEAN UP MONTH 
 
WHEREAS, Virginia’s rivers contribute to providing the Commonwealth with the basis of her 
wealth, a high standard of living, and economic growth and stability; and 
 
WHEREAS, preserving the quality and quantity of valuable clean water resources is of vital 
importance to the citizens of the Commonwealth and to the future of our state; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Tazewell County Board of Supervisors, at the request of the Tazewell Soil & 
Water Conservation District, has set aside April, 2010 as Rivers Clean Up Month in Tazewell 
County; and 
 
NOW WHEREAS, I, Dr. Charles Grindstaff, Mayor, do hereby recognize April, 2010, as Rivers 
Clean Up Month in the Town of Tazewell and call its significance to the attention of our citizens. 
 
 
        _________________________________ 
       Dr. Charles Grindstaff, Mayor 
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SPRING CLEANUP MONTH 
 
Council proclaimed April 15 – May 15, 2010 Spring Cleanup Month. 
 
THANK YOU 
 
Councilmember Fox thanked secretaries in the office and Recreation Director for all their hard 
work. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
With no further business to come before Council, meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.   
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Council Meeting Minutes 
November 10, 2009 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:      Absent: 
Mayor, Jack Harry     None 
Vice-Mayor Charles Grindstaff 
Councilmember Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember A. D. Buchanan, Jr. 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry G. Wood; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad 
Pyott; Police Chief, Brian Hieatt; Public Works Director, Steve Frederick and Recreation 
Director, Betty Conn. 
 
PRESENTATION TO AUTUMN DANIEL MRS. VIRGINIA 
 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff gave recongition to Autumn Daniel on her accomplishments in the Mrs. 
Virginia National Pageant contest.  Vice-Mayor Grindstaff stated he was very proud Mrs. Daniel 
a graduate of Tazewell High School. 
 
PRESENTATION TO RICK AND DONNA MCCANN  
 
Betty Conn, Recreation Director, recognized Rick and Donna McCann for their dedicated service 
and hard work for the Recreation Department. 
 
Councilmember Blankenship stated he appreciated all they had done for the Recreation 
Department and the kids in the programs. 
 
Councilmember Buchanan stated he appreciated their time and effort to the Recreation 
Department. 
 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff stated he was amazed with Rick McCann how he controls himself with 
the children in the programs and appreciated all his time and hard work. 
 
Rick McCann stated that working the Recreation Department had been a pleasure and had been 
good for them as well as for the Town.  He thanked Recreation Director, Betty Conn, for their 
friendship. 
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PUBIC COMMENTS  
 
Roger Buchanan with the Tazewell Fire Department stated a request was submitted to Council to 
consider purchasing a used tanker for the department.  He inquired about the status of this 
request. 
 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, Emergency Services Committee Chairman, stated the committee had not 
met.  He also stated they would meet after the regular meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Blankenship to 
approve the Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of October 13, 2009.  On vote, 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
Councilmember Fox wanted the October 2009 minutes to reflect that he recommended police 
officers receiving training college sign a contact with the Town for 3 to 5 years. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Long to approve 
the financial statements for October 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Willis to approve 
the operating reports for October 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
Councilmember Buchanan questioned the water accountability report for October 2099 not being 
in the packet.   
 
Manager Wood stated he would have to check with Billie McGinnis. 
 
Councilmember Blankenship questioned the progress on the variable speed pumps being 
installed at the Water Plant so the water tank at North Tazewell could be fixes. 
 
Mayor Harry stated the project, was in the process being done by the Tazewell County Public 
Service Authority. 
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REPORT ON WATER LINE REPLACEMENT  
 
Manager Wood reported that Bland Street water line replacement was complete except for doing 
the samples, and approval by the Department of Health.  The remaining water line replacement 
will be on Fincastle Turnpike at the Fincastle Baptist Church. 
 
REPORT ON RIVERWALK 
 
Manager Wood reported on the Riverwalk Project stating that Hill Studio has started the 
engineering and design for the project and construction should start in the early spring of 2010. 
 
REPORT ON ENHANCEMENT GRANT FOR DEPOT 
 
Manager Wood reported that he and Robin Brewster attended a meeting in Wytheville for the 
VDOT Enhancement Grant for the purpose of restoring the North Tazewell Depot to be used for 
the Chamber of Commerce offices. 
 
SEWER AGREEMENT - PSA 
 
Manager Wood advised that the Sewer Agreement with the PSA has been signed with some 
minor changes.   
 
REPORT ON GOVERNMENT WEBSITE AND OFF-SITE STORAGE   
 
Manager Wood reported that he had signed a contract with WEBQA to eventually allow 
customers to make payments on line. The site also allows citizens to apply for permits and report 
problems.   These reports will be taken by Manager Wood and Robin Brewster to forward to the 
proper person to complete work order.  Manager Wood stated this will be enhancement for the 
Town citizens. 
 
911 ADDRESSING 
 
Councilmember Buchanan asked about the progress with the 911 addressing for Town residents. 
 
Manager Wood stated he had spoken with the new director, Deric Ruble, concerning 911 
addressing. 
 
BUDGET AMENDMENT 
 
Councilmember Buchanan questioned when the budget amendment needed to be done upon the 
approval of the annexation. Manager Wood stated an advertisement would be done in the local 
newspaper (10) ten days before the regular meeting for the budget amendment. 
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COUNTY FARM SEWER EXTENSION 
 
Manager Wood stated Allen Morefield contacted him concerning his business located on the 
Country Farm Road concerning Town sewer.   Mr. Morefield stated if the Town doesn’t provide 
sewer to his business he would have to relocate.  Manager Wood advised Mr. Morefield that 
there were definite plans to provide sewer for his business. 
 
MAIN STREET REVILIZATION   
 
Councilmember Buchanan questioned the Main Street Revitalization Project. 
 
Manager Wood stated there was only one funding for revitalization in Virginia.  Manager Wood 
also stated that the Peery & St.Clair officers were very interested in the Main Street 
Revitalization and getting involved. 
 
VETERANS PARADE 
 
Councilmember Fox suggested that the Town needed to have a Veterans Day parade. 
 
Council asked if Councilmember Fox would check with Richland’s Veterans concerning having 
a Veterans Parade in the Town of Tazewell. 
 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR DAN BOWLING  
 
Mayor Harry thanked Jerry McReynolds, representative for Dan Bowling, for all the help they 
had done for the Town of Tazewell. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to come before Council, meeting was adjourned at 8:21 p.m. until the 
December 8, 2009 meeting.  
 
 
        ______________________________ 
_________________________    Mayor Jack Harry 
Clerk Linda S. Griffith         








Council Meeting Minutes 
August 11, 2009 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:      Absent: 
Mayor Jack Harry     Councilmember Chris Blankenship  
Vice-Mayor Charles Grindstaff   Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember A. D. Buchanan 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry G. Wood; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad 
Pyott; Police Chief, Brian Hieatt; Public Works Director, Steve Frederick and Recreation 
Director, Betty Conn.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Kay Allison, a resident of Pine Street, came before Council asking that the drains on Third Street 
be cleaned.  She stated the water from the rain has no where to go. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve 
the Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of August 11, 2009.  On vote,  
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS   
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff to approve 
the financial statements for July 2009.    On vote, Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Vice-Mayor 
Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, Councilmember Buchanan to approve the 
operating reports for July 2009. On vote, Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Vice-Mayor 
Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
REPORT OF WATER LINE REPLACEMENT PHASE II 
 
Manager Wood reported that Wilson Street water line replacement was complete and fire 
hydrant installed.  Manager Wood stated a pressure test had to be done, water must be placed in 







the pipes, and be tested before hookups.  He also reported the Bland Street water line 
replacement has begun. 
 
CUMBERLAND PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER 
 
Manager Wood advised Council that the Cumberland Plaza Shopping Center has been sold and 
the owner is planning on remodeling the building. 
   
FY09 – AUDIT 
 
Manager Wood stated the FY09 Audit is going great and they hoped to finish the field work this 
week and try to be the first in Virginia to file our audit. 
 
Councilmember Buchanan asked that the other audits be presented with the FY09 Audit. 
 
ZONING REQUEST 
 
A request was made by Lyvone Miller to rezone 813 East Fincastle from residential to B-1 
Business. 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded by Councilmember Fox to hold a joint 
public hearing with Town Council and the Planning Commission for the rezoning request from 
Lyvone Miller to rezone 813 East Fincastle from residential to B-1 Business.  On vote, 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff for Manager 
Wood to  dispose of old computer to the Second Chance Learning Center or Tazewell County 
Career Center and to advertise in newspaper to sell dump trucks with a minimum bid.  On vote, 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
DONATION – BRAIN INJURY SERVICES, INC. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff to donate $250 
to the Brain Injury Services, Inc., a non-profit organization.  On vote, Councilmember Buchanan, 
aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
ADJORNMENT 
 
With no further business, Mayor Harry adjourned the meeting at 8:13 p.m. until August 17, 2009 
at the Tazewell County Public Service Office. 
 
 







 
Council Meeting Minutes 


August 17, 2009 
 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met on August 17, 2009 at the Tazewell County Public Service 
Building. 
 
Present: 
Mayor Jack Harry 
Councilmember A. D. Buchanan, Jr. 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry Wood and Town Attorney, Brad Pyott. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m due to lack of quorum.   








Council Meeting Minutes 
September 8, 2009 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:      Absent: 
Vice-Mayor Charles Grindstaff              Mayor Jack Harry 
Councilmember Blankenship 
Councilmember A. D. Buchanan 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry G. Wood; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad 
Pyott; Police Chief, Brian Hieatt; Public Works Director, Steve Frederick and Fire Chief, George 
Pilkins.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
  
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and invocation 
by Linda Griffith. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
Paul Brewster, a resident of 216 Third Street, asked that the Town replace the signal light at the 
intersection of Tazewell Avenue and Fincastle Turnpike.  Mr. Brewster also asked if the Town 
was finished with paving this year. He also stated Whitley Branch Road Bridge and the bridge at 
Tazewell Farm Bureau were in need of repair.  
 
Manager Wood advised Mr. Brewster that Pine Street, Fairground Road and at the North 
Tazewell Post Office still need to be paved.   Manager Wood told Mr. Brewster the Town was in 
the process of repairing the bridge mentioned. 
 
Councilmember Blankenship advised street paving was increased by 35% for the fiscal budget 
year. 
 
Edith Jackson, a resident of 103 Elm Street, came before Council concerning the Town police 
stopping her grandson while he was visiting.  She stated that the police followed her grandson 
and thought he was a drug dealer.   Ms. Jackson feels that the police owes her grandson an 
apology. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve 
the Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of August 11, 2009 and Minutes of 







August 17, 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Buchanan to approve 
the financial statements for August 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Long to approve 
the operating reports for August 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
Councilmember Buchanan thanked Chief Hieatt for his detailed police report. 
 
NORTH TAZEWELL DEPOT 
 
Manager Wood stated he would like to refurbish the North Tazewell Depot by obtaining grants.  
He stated the Chamber of Commerce Office is willing to relocate their office to the depot station.  
 
After discussion, motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by 
Councilmember Buchanan for Manager Wood to draft an agreement with the Tazewell Area 
Chamber of Commerce and to obtain grants to refurbish the North Tazewell Depot. On vote,  
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye;  
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
SEWER AGREEMENT - PSA  
 
Town Attorney, Brad Pyott stated he had met with Tazewell County Public Service Authority 
(PSA) and Attorney, Eric Young for revisions to the sewer agreement with the Town. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Willis, seconded by Councilmember Long to accept the 
sewer agreement between the Town and Tazewell County Public Service Authority (PSA) with 
the revisions.   On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
Councilmember Blankenship asked that a diagram be included and coded in the agreement 
showing the Town’s sewer lines and the Tazewell County Public Service (PSA) sewer lines. 
 
 
 
 







DEMOLISH – HOUSE ON HOPKINS STREET 
 
Manager Wood requested that Council approve a bid of $2,090 for removal of house located on 
Hopkins Street, North Tazewell. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Blankenship to accept 
the bid for $2,090 for removal of house located on Hopkins Street.  On vote, Councilmember 
Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember 
Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
SEWER LINE DRY TOWN 
 
Manager Wood stated that he had applied for a grant from Cumberland Plateau to provide a 
P.E.R. for a sewer line to the Dry Town residents including Ramey Chevrolet on Route 19/460. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Blankenship for 
Manager  Wood to proceed with obtaining a grant through Cumberland Plateau to provide sewer 
line to the Dry Town residents and Ramey Chevrolet contingent of receiving grant.  On vote,  
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye;  
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
TOWN FIRE DEPARTMETN REQUEST 
  
Manager Wood presented a request from the Tazewell Fire Department to increase the 
membership and purchase a tanker due to the Town annexing more residents into the Town, 
Tazewell Community Hospital, Heritage Hall Nursing Home, and Tazewell Middle School. 
 
Council asked that Fire Chief Pilkins do a presentation to Council. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – REZONING  REQUEST 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Long to 
reschedule the rezoning request to 813 East Fincastle Turnpike till October 13, 2009 at 7:15 p.m. 
On vote,  Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember 
Fox, aye;  Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
ADJOURNMENT     
 
With no further business to come before Council, Vice-Mayor Grindstaff adjourned the meeting 
at 8:07 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 







SEWER AGREEMENT - PSA  
 
Town Attorney, Brad Pyott stated he had met with Tazewell County Public Service Authority 
(PSA) and Attorney, Eric Young for revisions to the sewer agreement with the Town. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Willis, seconded by Councilmember Long to accept the 
sewer agreement between the Town and Tazewell County Public Service Authority (PSA) with 
the revisions.   On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.   
 
Councilmember Blankenship asked that a diagram be included and coded in the agreement 
showing the Town’s sewer lines and the Tazewell County Public Service (PSA) sewer lines. 
 
 
I, Linda S. Griffith, Clerk, do certify that this is a true and correct excerpt of the Town of 
Tazewell Council meeting minutes of September 8, 2009.  
 
 
                                            
                                                                        _______________________________ 
                                                                        Linda S. Griffith, Clerk 








Council Meeting Minutes 
May 12, 2009 


 
 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:     None: 
Mayor Jack Harry 
Vice-Mayor Charles Grindstaff 
Councilmember Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember A. D. Buchanan 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis   
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry G. Wood; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad 
Pyott; Police Chief, Brian Hieatt; Public Works Director, Steve Frederick and Recreation 
Directory, Betty Conn. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Harry called the May 12, 2009 meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and 
invocation by Linda S. Griffith. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
 
School Resource Office, Jeff Cole gave a presentation on the activities with the Police Explorers’ 
Club at Tazewell High School.  Several of the students were present at the meeting. 
 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff thanked Officer Cole for taking on the responsibility and congratulated 
him on a great job. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve the 
Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of May 12, 2009.  On vote, 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
 
 
 







FINANCIAL STATEMENTS   
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Long to approve 
the financial statement for April 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve the 
operating reports for April 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember 
Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, 
aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
WATER LINE REPLACEMENT PHASE II  
 
Manager Wood reported the Water Line Replacement Project Phase II was behind schedule due 
to rock on Wilson Street.  Manager Wood stated that Rural Development looked at the project 
and was very pleased with the progress. 
 
NORTH TAZEWELL WATER TANK 
 
Manager Wood stated he met with Rural Development to discuss the possibility of installing a 
variable speed pump at the Water Plant so they could take the North Tazewell water tank off line 
for maintenance or purchase a new tank. 
 
RESOLUTION – PISGAH SEWER PROJECT 
 
 
R  E  S  O  L  U  T  I  O  N 
 
 


WHEREAS, the Town of Tazewell is supportive of the development of the Pisgah, 
Virginia Sewer Project, which will serve Historic Crab Orchard Museum, the Farm Heritage 
Center and the Pisgah Store; and  
 


WHEREAS, the Town of Tazewell is working closely with Historic Crab Orchard 
Museum to plan and devise a sewer connection between the Pisgah site and the Town of 
Tazewell Sewage Treatment Plant one mile away.  We are committed, along with the other 
Tazewell County towns, to assisting the County with installation of the connection; and  
 


WHEREAS, the County of Tazewell, Virginia will initiate the effort, coordinate town 
resources and assist with labor and equipment to install the connection.  The County will also 
work with the towns to determine needed materials and permits and devise ways to procure or 
purchase them.  With this sewer connection, economic development in the area surrounding the 
museum will be enhanced dramatically; and    







  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, we are pleased to be able to assist Historic 


Crab Orchard Museum with this important project so that the Site Development Phase for the 
Farm Heritage Center may begin and the Pisgah Store may be utilized.  We recognize the 
significance of the museum to our county and support their efforts to initiate economic 
development to the benefit of all county citizens. 
 


Given under my hand this 12th of May, 2009. 
 
 


__________________________________ 
    Jack H. Harry, Mayor 


 
ATTESTED BY: 
 
__________________________________ 
Jerry G. Wood, Town Manager 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve the 
Resolution in support of the Pisgah Sewer Project.   On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
PRESENTATION OF FY10 BUDGET 
 
Manager Wood presented the FY 10 Budget to Council and stated the only increase was a three 
percent increase in sewer rates, which was recommended by Rural Development for the Town to 
be eligible to obtain loans and grants.  
 
Councilmember Blankenship commended Manager Wood on his presentation of the FY 10 
Budget. 
 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff stated he liked the expense breakdown and the budget was very well 
presented. 
 
Council questioned if the annexation was included in the FY 10 Budget. 
 
Manager Wood advised it wasn’t due to the annexation has not been approved yet. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Fox to hold a 
public hearing on June 9, 2009 at 6:45 on a rezoning request of Henry Nickols.  On vote, 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 







Motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship, seconded by Councilmember Fox to hold a 
public hearing on June 9, 2009 at 6:15 p.m. on a rezoning request of Bobby Matney.  On vote, 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded by Councilmember Long to hold a public 
hearing on June 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. for the FY 10 Budget.  On vote, Councilmember 
Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor 
Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
APPROVAL OF PAVING BID 
 
The following streets were recommended by the physical service committee for street paving:  
East Fincastle Turnpike (from Joshua Street to Hardees), West Main Street, Fairground Road, 
Blackwell Street, West Fincastle Turnpike (Tazewell High School to Cargo), Thorn Street, 
Tazewell Avenue (from red light to North Tazewell Railroad Tracks), Ben Bolt and Pine Street. 
  
Motion was made by Councilmember Blankenship to approve the bid from W & L Construction 
for paving at $73.75 per ton of asphalt.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
APPROVAL AMERICAN LEGION BUILDING ROOF   
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Long to accept the bid 
proposal from Twin Enterprises in the amount of $34,500 for the roof at the American Legion 
Building.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
With no further business to come before Council, Mayor Harry adjourned the meeting until the 
next scheduled meeting. 
 
 
  








Council Meeting Minutes 
April 14, 2009 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:     Absent: 
Mayor Jack Harry    None  
Vice-Mayor Charles Grindstaff 
Councilmember Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember A. D. Blankenship 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry G. Wood; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad 
Pyott; Police Chief, Brian Hieatt; Public Works Director, Steve Frederick and Recreation 
Director, Betty Conn.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Harry called the April 14, 2009 meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and 
invocation by Linda S. Griffith. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
Dennis Robinson, a resident of 101 Tazewell Avenue, came before Council inquiring if the 
Town could help him with cutting his hedges, until his shoulder recovers from surgery. 
 
Manager Wood stated the Town would remove the hedges if he would give the Town permission 
to remove them. 
 
Mr. Robinson asked that he be there when the Town removes the hedges. 
 
Councilmember Grindstaff thanked Mr. Robinson for being a good citizen of the Town of 
Tazewell and working with the Town. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Buchanan to approve 
the minutes of Public Hearings of March 3, 2009, Council Meeting and Work Session Minutes of 
March 17, 2009 and Council Retreat of March 28 2009.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, 
aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
 







OPERATING REPORTS  
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff to approve the 
operating reports for March 2009.   On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember 
Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, 
aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
Councilmember Buchanan asked if the mileage for police and fire departments could be put on 
the monthly reports. 
 
REPORT ON CDBG GRANT 
 
Manager Wood reported that the CDBG grant application was filed on the 1st of April 2009. 
 
STIMULUS MONIES 
 
Manager Wood advised Council he would be attending a meeting in Wytheville with Rick 
Boucher as the speaker on Monday, April 20, 2009 to request stimulus monies.   
 
BAPTIST VALLEY SEWER 
 
Manager Wood reported that Tazewell County will approach Town Council with a proposal for 
the Baptist Valley Sewer Project once they have received the value of the water lines in the Dry 
Town area. 
 
AMERICAN LEGION ROOF BIDS 
 
Manager Wood advised an ad has been placed in the local paper to receive bids on the replacing 
the roof at the American Legion Building. 
 
WATER TANK AT NORTH TAZEWELL 
 
Councilmember Buchanan questioned the water accountability for the monthly. 
 
Manager Wood stated that all the leaks were probably not included in the monthly accountability 
report. 
 
Councilmember Fox questioned the bids on the water tank at North Tazewell. 
 
Manager Wood stated bids have been sent to Thompson and Litton and he is waiting for their 
report back.  The cost estimate to repair the tank will cost in excess of $100,000. 
 
ZONING REQUEST 
  
A rezoning request from Henry and Peggy Nickels for two (2) parcels of land located on the 
Fincastle Turnpike was presented to Council. 







 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded by Councilmember Long to hold a joint 
public hearing with Town Council and the Planning Commission May 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.   On 
vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, 
aye;  Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 
FIRE STATION REPAIRS 
 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff stated he would like to commend the Town workers for doing a great job 
on the repairs at the Fire Station. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to come before Council, Mayor Harry adjourned the meeting at 8:10 
p.m. until the next scheduled meeting. 








Council Meeting Minutes 
July 14, 2009 


 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:      Absent: 
Mayor Jack Harry     None 
Vice-Mayor Charles Grindstaff 
Councilmember Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember A. D. Buchanan 
Councilmember David Fox 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
 
Staff present were Town Manger, Jerry G. Wood; Clerk, Linda S. Griffith; Attorney, Brad Pyott; 
Police Chief, Brian Hieatt; Public Works Director, Steve Frederick; Recreation Director, Betty 
Conn, and Fire Chief, George Pilkins. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
Ashley Nuckols, a resident of 105 East Fincastle Turnpike, came before Council concerning 
dangerous parking. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES    
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve 
the Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of July 14, 2009.  On vote, 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Grindstaff to approve 
the financial statements for June 2009. On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded by Councilmember Long to approve the 
operating reports for June 2009.   On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember 
Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, 
aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 







Councilmember Buchanan asked Chief Hieatt to add a column to the police report for miles 
driven on police cars. 
 
REPORT ON WATER LINE REPLACEMENT PHASE II 
 
Manager Wood reported on the Water Line Replacement Project Phase II  stating the project is 
going well.  Monies are available for two trucks, leak detection, new meter reading computer 
software and additional paving.  The project should be closed out by September 2009. 
 
Councilmember Blankenship questioned the progress on the North Tazewell water tanks. 
 
Manager Wood stated he was working with the Tazewell County Public Service Authority to 
concerning variable work with the speed pumps at the Water Plant.  Approval from the Health 
Department will be approximately be 30 to 45 days. 
 
REPORT ON HOUSE NUMBERING    
 
Manger Wood reported he had met with Ervin Earnest with Tazewell County 911.  He was 
advised by Mr. Earnest that Tazewell County has received $385,000 for house numbering for 
Tazewell County and Towns.  The County will be hiring a consultant to complete the house 
numbering with anticipated completion for the Town by December 2009. 
 
Councilmember Blankenship stated the Town should continue with completing the house 
number for the 90% of the town residents.   He asked, “if the Town waits on the County will they 
just work on the Town house numbering before working on the County house numbering?” 
 
Manager Wood stated he did not know, but he would try to find some answers.  
 
REPORT ON SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS 
 
Manager Wood advised the Town has received grant for two (2) school resource officers for 
Tazewell County Career and Technical Center and Tazewell Middle School. 
 
TAZEWELL COUNTY DRUG TASK FORCE – COMMONWEALTH ATTORNEY 
DENNIS LEE   
 
Commonwealth Attorney Dennis Lee came before Council thanking them for their support in the 
Tazewell County Drug Task Force.  In return for their support he presented the Town with a 
check in the amount of $18,504.90 funds.  Funds are divided equally between all members of the 
Tazewell County Drug Task Force. 
 
ORDINANCE ADOPTING PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA ORDINANCE  
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Town of Tazewell, Virginia, that Section 12-1, 
Adoption of State Law of Article I, of Chapter 12, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, be, and the same 
hereby is, amended as follows: 







 
Section 12-1 - Adoption of State Law Pursuant to the authority of S46.2-1313 of the Code of 
Virginia of 1950, as amended, all of the provisions and requirements of the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia contained in Title 46.2 and in Article 2 (S18.2-266, et seq.) of  
Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended, except those provisions and 
requirements, the violation of which constitute a felony, are hereby adopted and incorporated in 
this Chapter and made applicable within the Town of  Tazewell.  References to “Highway of the 
State” contained in such provisions and requirements hereby adopted shall be deemed to refer to 
the streets, highways and other public ways within the Town.  Such provisions and requirements 
are hereby adopted, mutatis mutandis, and made a part of this Chapter as fully as though set forth 
at length herein, and it shall be unlawful for any person, within the Town of Tazewell, to violate 
or fail neglect or refuse to comply with any provision of Title 46.2, or of Article 2 of Chapter 7 
of Title 18.2 of the Code of Virginia which is adopted by this Section; and the  
 
Council of the Town of Tazewell does hereby adopt and impose the same penalties for the 
violation of any provision or requirement hereby adopted as in imposed for a similar offense 
under Title 46.2, or under Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as 
amended, subject only to any limitation of the Charter of the Town of Tazewell. 
 
An emergency exists and this Ordinance shall be in effect from the date of its passage. 
 
The Ordinance was read by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff to adopt the ordinance, seconded by 
Councilmember Buchanan.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember 
Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, 
aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
Whereupon, Vice-Mayor Grindstaff moved that the second reading of the Ordinance be 
dispensed with, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Fox  and a vote being called, the 
Council  voted as follows:  Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
R  E  S  O  L  U  T  I  O  N 
 
Vice-Mayor Grindstaff read the following resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Tazewell wishes to pave certain streets listed on VDOT’s 
maintenance program. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that  


UPC  86642 $  42,060 
UPC  86643 $  42,072 
UPC  86641 $  23,868 
  $108,000 
 







be transferred to Paving Project #0019-158-R65:UPC 93964. 
 
Given under my hand this 14th day of July, 2009.  


 
 
__________________________________ 
Jack H. Harry, Mayor 
 
 
ATTESTED BY: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jerry G. Wood, Town Manager 
 
Motion was mad by Councilmember Long, seconded by Councilmember Blankenship to approve 
the resolution.   On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 


 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Tazewell wishes continued improvements be made to East 


Riverside Drive (Rt. 61), Project #0061-158-R64: UPC 91446. 


 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Council of the Town of 


Tazewell will support and participate in the said project and hereby requests $500,000 in revenue 


sharing funds plus $500,000 in local funds be allocated to this project.  The Town also wishes to 


local administer this project. 


Given under my hand this 14th day of July, 2009.  


 
 
_______________________________ 
Jack H. Harry, Mayor 
 
ATTESTED BY: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jerry G. Wood, Town Manager 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff to approve the 
resolution.   On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 







Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, nay.   Vote passes 5 to 1 vote. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded Councilmember Buchanan to move into 
executive session to discuss a pending contact.  On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye. 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded Councilmember Buchanan to move into 
regular session.   On vote, Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye; Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye.  
 


RESOLUTION 
 


 
Motion made by:  Vice-Mayor Grindstaff                 Resolution Number: ES071409 
 
Motion Seconded by:  Councilmember Buchanan    Meeting Date:  August 14, 2009 
 
Vote:   All voted aye                                               Purpose: Negotiate Contract  
 


CERTIFICATION OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 
Whereas, the Tazewell Town Council has convened an executive session on this date pursuant to 
an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, 2.1-344.1 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Council that such 
executive session was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law; 
 
Now Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Tazewell Town Council hereby certifies that, to the best 
of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open 
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed  in the executive session to which this 
certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in 
the motion convening the executive session were heard, discussed or considered by the Tazewell 
Town Council. 
 


VOTE 
 


Ayes:  Councilmembers Blankenship, Buchanan, Fox, Grindstaff, Long, Willis 
 
Nays:  None 







 
(For each nay vote, the substance of the departure from the requirements of the Act should be 
described.) 
 
Absent during vote: None 
 
Absent during meeting:  None 
 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________________ 
     Clerk, Linda S. Griffith 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further to come before Council, Mayor Harry adjourned the meeting until the next 
scheduled meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 








Council Meeting Minutes 
June 9, 2009 


 
 
The Tazewell Town Council met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 
Present:     None: 
Mayor Jack Harry 
Vice-Mayor Charles Grindstaff 
Councilmember Chris Blankenship 
Councilmember A. D. Buchanan 
Councilmember Kim Long 
Councilmember Danny Willis 
Councilmember David Fox   
 
Staff present were Town Manager, Jerry G. Wood; Administrative Assistant, Robin Brewster; 
Attorney, Brad Pyott; Police Chief, Brian Hieatt; Public Works Director, Steve Frederick and 
Recreation Director, Betty Conn. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
(6:00 p.m.) A public hearing was held for the second reading of the FY10 Budget.  Mayor Harry 
inquired if there was anyone to speak or have comments regarding the FY10 Budget.  There was 
no one to speak.  With no further comments Mayor Harry closed the Public Hearing. 
 
(6:15 p.m.) A joint public hearing was held with the Planning Commission to receive public 
comment on a request to rezone property at the south side of West Main Street from a current R-
1 (residential) to B-1 (business). 
 
Mayor Harry read the Public Notice that was advertised in the local newspaper. 
 
Manager Wood stated there were no letters regarding this rezoning received.  There was one 
telephone call from David Altizer in opposition. 
 
David Altizer addressed his concerns regarding the rezoning.  He presented pictures showing the 
lot in question.   
 
Concerns: #1 Business would be right in his back door and property has always been zoned 


residential. 
     #2 Concerned that his property will be adversely affected. 
     #3 Don’t know change being made, may decrease property value, increased noise, 


increased traffic, environmental issues (presented picture of wetlands on this lot), 
sink holes & caves on lot, deeded easement through field for drainage (above 
ground & below) (presented picture of drain line that runs across property), 
excavation - limestone runs through this lot, his property, and several other 







neighbors (presented picture).  Stated he would like to see this lot remain 
residential.  With no further comments Mayor Harry closed the Public Hearing. 


 
(6:45 p.m.) A joint public hearing was held with the Planning Commission to receive public 
comment on a request to rezone property at Fincastle Turnpike from a current R-1 (residential) to 
B-1 (business). 
 
Mayor Harry read the Public Notice that was advertised in the local newspaper. 
 
Manager Wood stated there was a letter submitted by Elizabeth Coates in opposition to the 
rezoning.  Manager Wood had seven (7) telephone calls in opposition and Robin Brewster had 
one telephone call from Lindsey Harman in opposition. 
 
In Support: 
Dr. Steve Lutz stated he has outgrown his current facility and needs a larger facility for his dental 
business. 
 
Henry Nickels stated he was interested in developing property and thought it would be nice to 
have a nice building in the neighborhood.  He discussed many buildings his company has built or 
improved over the years in Tazewell.  He would like them to consider what they have done in the 
past and what they can offer to the community. 
 
In Opposition: 
Nancy Turner stated her concern of increased traffic on Fincastle. 
 
Lindsey Harman stated his concern of increased traffic on Fincastle and water drainage from the 
lot after it is paved.  He questioned Mr. Nickels if he had investigated the drainage problem.  Mr. 
Nickels stated he had talked with a company that handles this.  He also stated commercial 
property is thoroughly inspected regarding drainage before a project is started.  Manager Wood 
agreed with Mr. Nickels and also stated to Mr. Harman that any entrance or driveway would 
have to be brought before the planning commission for approval.  Mr. Harman stated he is not 
completely in opposition, but would like it to be done correctly. 
 
Ann Coates stated she would like it to stay residential because of increased traffic and how it 
would change the entire neighborhood’s residential flavor. 
 
Manager Wood stated there had been concern about a possible Methadone Clinic being built, but 
assured everyone none of the zoning in Town allows this type clinic. 
 
Charles Vanhoozier stated his concern of water drainage and increased traffic. 
 
Ernest Hess stated Mr. Nickels should develop this lot with residential development instead of 
commercial. 
 
With no further comments Mayor Harry closed the Public Hearing. 
 







CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Harry called the regular meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance and invocation by 
Ernest Hess.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Dennis Lee (Drug Task Force) has postponed his presentation until the July Council meeting. 
 
Steve Halley (Brian Injury Services in Abingdon) made a request to Town Council to allocate 
money in the FY10 Budget for funding of his company.  Manager Wood stated the budget had to 
be approved before bringing information from this group to Town Council.  Mayor Harry 
allowed Mr. Halley to go ahead and tell what his company does.  Mr. Halley introduced Thomas 
Charmbey to speak on behalf of Mr. Halley’s services.  Mr. Charmbey discussed his brain injury 
and how Mr. Halley’s services have helped him. 
 
Dennis Robinson of 101 Tazewell Avenue inquired on the status of the red light at the 
intersection at Fincastle, the status of trash cans to be put on the poles, and the status of the Town 
clock.  Mayor Harry stated VDOT is doing a study on the red light.  Manager Wood stated the 
trash cans had been approved to put on the poles by APCO before the Main Street Heritage 
Festival.  Mayor Harry stated Councilmember Fox is working on the Town clock. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded by Councilmember Long to approve the 
Council Meeting Minutes and Work Session Minutes of May 12, 2009.  On vote, Vice-Mayor 
Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; 
Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS   
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Buchanan, seconded by Councilmember Blankenship to 
approve the financial statement for May 2009.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; 
Councilmember Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; 
Councilmember Willis, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye. 
 
OPERATING REPORTS 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded by Councilmember Fox to approve the 
operating reports for May 2009.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember 
Blankenship, aye; Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember 
Willis, aye; Councilmember Fox, aye. 
 
 
 
  







RECOMMENDATION FROM PLANNING COMMISSION  
 
Chairman Mac Payne stated there would be no change on property located at West Main Street. 
On vote, all aye with one to abstain. 
 
Chairman Mac Payne stated there would be no change on property located at East Fincastle. On 
vote, 4-2 in favor of no change. 
 
2ND READING OF FY10 BUDGET & APPROVAL 
 
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, seconded by Councilmember Long to approve the 
FY10 Budget.  On vote, Vice-Mayor Grindstaff, aye; Councilmember Blankenship, aye; 
Councilmember Buchanan, aye; Councilmember Long, aye; Councilmember Willis, aye; 
Councilmember Fox, aye. 
 
REPORT ON NORTH TAZEWELL WATER TANK 
 
Manager Wood reported he received a report from engineers that in the next 30-45 days there 
would be an upgrade to put pumps in at the Sewer Plant.  He was informed there would not be a 
need to bid them out since they have to be replaced. 
 
REPORT FROM PHYSICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 
Councilmember Blankenship reported on paving.  He stated we had currently spent $155,000.  
The committee would like to pave Fairground Road from 19-460 to the railroad tracks, Pine 
Street (from the church to Tazewell Avenue), from the North Tazewell Post Office to the railroad 
tracks, and restripe streets with remaining money. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
  
Steve Frederick stated the paving company had to pull out and go to Grundy, but they should be 
back this week. Mr. Frederick stated there is approximately one day of paving remaining to 
complete. 
 
Steve Frederick stated on the agenda of the May Council meeting the American Legion roof bids 
were approved and by this meeting the roof is already completed and looks wonderful. 
 
Brian Hieatt gave a presentation regarding a technology training he attended in San Diego. 
 
Councilmember Willis stated a business owner had approached him regarding the “Street 
Closed” sign at end of Main Street.  The business owner stated it was confusing some of his 
customers about whether the street was closed or not.  Manager Wood stated the sign plainly 
stated the street is closed only to tractor trailer trucks during a certain period of time.  
Councilmember Willis stated he would relay this information on to this business owner. 
 







Councilmember Fox discussed the drainage problem for Pine Street after being paved.  He also 
inquired on the status of the condemnation houses on Depot Street and Hopkins Street.  Manager 
Wood stated the house on Hopkins Street would be torn down this year. 
 
Councilmember Buchanan inquired on the status of the 911 addressing.  Manager Wood stated 
we are 85% complete. 
 
Councilmember Buchanan instructed Manager Wood to give a status report on the last 
Broadband meeting.  Manager Wood discussed the information that was given at the meeting. 
 
Councilmember Buchanan inquired about the status of the CDBG grant .  Manager Wood stated 
they were waiting to hear from CDBG. 
 
Mayor Harry reminded everyone the Main Street concerts begin this week and flag day is June 
14th. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
With no further business to come before Council, Mayor Harry adjourned the meeting until the 
next scheduled meeting. 
 
 
  





